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The Mission of the Friends of Bright Leaf is to conserve and enhance
Bright Leaf and promote the public’s enjoyment, understanding, and
appreciation of this urban jewel.
An Occasional Newsletter
Presidents Letter

Directors Letter
It is a great time to visit
Bright Leaf...
Page 2

Soon summer will be
here...
Page 2

Late Winter 2010
Extra Credit goes to...
Students get extra
credit if they return to
Bright Leaf and
volunteer for an
invasive plant removal
workday
Page 3

A delicate pearl
A green flower, surely
not...
Page 10

A look back
From our archives
Page 11

What is that?
Find the answer on
Page 6

We Want
You!

Guided
Hikes

Come and Join Us for
National Trails Day

Every Month

Come and help us celebrate our
wonderful preserve on National Trails
Day, June 5, 2010 - 9:00 am - 1:00 pm. All
are welcome. Experts will be available to
answer questions about plants, animals,
geology, and the history of the preserve.
Refreshments will be served.
All this and more — free!

Friends of Bright Leaf

Not all snakes are bad. In fact most snakes
do a wonderful job of keeping vermin to a
minimum — how do you think the Rat snake
got its name?
Above, the gentle Hognose snake looks
intimidating but is in truth another friend of
people.

Georgia Lucas's will specifies that all
hikes at Bright Leaf are guided hikes. The
Friends of Bright Leaf volunteers are
happy to provide guided hikes to the
public. These hikes are on the second
Saturday and second Sunday of each
month (except when holidays conflict).
All hikes start at 9:00 am.
Hikes are usually 4 miles long and last
about 2 hours. Wear sturdy shoes and
bring your own water. Please arrive on
time – there is only one hike per day. We
are happy to arrange other hikes for any
type or size of group. Call 459-7269.
1
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Letter from the President
Dear Friends,
All the plants and flowers at Bright Leaf seem
to have grown twelve inches after the recent
blessed rains. My box turtle has made himself
known and even found a friend (he lives
under my deck most of the year). The birds
especially the Golden Cheeked Warblers have
stopped calling for mates and are busy
nesting. My Carolina Wrens have fledged out
of their nest box and onto my feeders. The
bright red Cedar Sage is in bloom in the
shade, and the red and white yucca are
sending up their long spikes (the white will be
hard to find as the deer think they are candy).
Soon summer will be here and with it plans
for our National Trails Day Open House on
June 5th. I hope you will come out early for a
9:00 a.m. hike while it is still cool and
pleasant. I'll have refreshments available
when you return. Don't forget your water
bottle.!
See you on the trails.
Sally Scott

Letter from the
Director
It is a great time to visit Bright Leaf. A
wet spring and moderate temperatures
have contributed to a record number of
visitors. Our docent guides have done a
great job in leading hikes .
We had a wonderful open house on April
24th. I have received many calls and lots
of feed back complimenting the preserve
and our volunteers.
2

I would like to welcome everyone to our
hikes celebrating Nation Trails Day on
June 5th.
Please come join us and be a part of our
event.
John Mahan

Friends of Bright Leaf
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National Trails Day Open House:
June 5, 2010 - 9:00am - 1:00pm

Join the Friends group to celebrate summer and
National Trails Day at Bright Leaf. Arrive early for
the longer hikes, shorter hikes also offered. Experts
available to answer questions about plants,
animals, geology, and the history of the preserve.
Refreshments served. Free! Visit
www.BrightLeaf.org for more information about
Bright Leaf Preserve.
What is National Trails Day® and Why
Celebrate NTD?
National Trails Day® is a celebration of trails
that evolved from the report of President
Ronald Reagan's President's Commission on
Americans Outdoors. In 1987, the report
recommended that all Americans be able to go
out their front doors and within fifteen
minutes, be on trails that wind through their
cities or towns and bring them back without
retracing steps. The recommendation, dubbed
Trails for All Americans, became the impetus
behind several public and private parties
joining American Hiking Society in launching
Friends of Bright Leaf

National Trails Day® in 1993.
Trails do not just appear for our enjoyment, it
takes many hours of planning, labor, and
negotiating to develop them. National Trails
Day®, the only nationwide celebration of
trails, brings awareness to trails and thanks
many people and partners for their support
and hard work, including volunteers, land
agencies, and outdoor minded businesses. It is
also a day to introduce people to the many
joys and benefits of trails.
Why Celebrate Trails?
America's 200,000 miles of trails allow us
access to the natural world for recreation,
education, exploration, solitude, inspiration,
and much more. Trails take us to good
physical and mental health by providing us
with a chance to breathe fresh air, get our
hearts pumping, and escape from our stresses.
(Courtesy of the American Hiking Society)
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Extra Credit Goes to Austin
Community College
Nancy Woolley
John Senter, teacher of the native plants
Now there is space for young buckeye
class at Austin Community College,
trees to grow.
brings each semester’s students to Bright
Leaf to identify plants. Some of the plants
they will have already seen on other field
trips, but some they may only get to see
at Bright Leaf. This is no easy class,
students have to learn not only the plants’
common names but also the scientific
names and be able to identify them on
sight. John offers his students extra credit
if they return to Bright Leaf and volunteer
for an invasive plant removal workday.
The students are happy for a way to
improve their grades and Bright Leaf
certainly benefits from their time and
very hard work. Most of the volunteer
work has been done along trail #4 where
Chinese ligustum and Japanese ligustum
have been the main focus for removal.
4
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The Worst offenders Identified

Ligustrum vulgare

European privet

Ligustrum japonicum

Japanese privet

Ligustrum Sinense

Chinese Privet

Synonym(s):
Family: Oleaceae (Olive Family)
Duration and Habit: Perennial Shrub

Synonym(s):
Family: Oleaceae (Olive Family)
Duration and Habit: Perennial Shrub

Synonym(s): Ligustrum villosum
Family: Oleaceae (Olive Family)
Duration and Habit: Perennial Shrub

European privet is a deciduous shrub that grows up
to 15 ft. (4.8 m) in height. The trunks usually occur
as multiple stems with many long, leafy branches.
Leaves are opposite, oblong, 1-2.4 in. (2.5-6 cm) long
and 0.2-0.6 in. (0.5-1.5 cm) wide. Flowering occurs in
June, when white flowers develop at the end of
branches in 1-3 in. (2.5-7.6 cm) long clusters. Fruits
are spherical, 1/3 in. (8.5 mm) long, ripen to a dark
purple to black color and persist into winter. Several
privet species occur and they are often hard to
distinguish. Aggressive and troublesome invasives,
often forming dense thickets, particularly in bottomland forests and along fencerows, thus gaining
access to forests, fields, and rights-of-way. Ligustum
vulgare colonize by root sprouts and spread widely
by abundant bird- and other animal-dispersed
seeds.

Ligustrum japonicum is an evergreen shrub or small
tree. Escaping from cultivation and established in
fencerows, abandoned pastures, and low
woodlands. Twigs greenish brown to gray, without
hairs but with raised, corky dots (lenticels). Leaves
opposite, petioled; blade firm textured, ovate to
elliptic, up to 4 1/2 inches long and 2 inches wide
pointed at the tip, and with smooth margins, upper
surface dark green, smooth, glossy; lower surface
lighter with a prominent, yellow, main vein. Flowers
white, about 1/4 inch wide, petals bent back, in
broad, dense clusters up to 8 inches long. Fruit
berrylike, dark blue, 5/16 inch long and 1/4 inch
wide, hanging on into winter. Other species in the
genus are also problematic. All are evergreen: L.
sinense, Chinese privet (12ft.); L. quihuoi, Wax-leaf
ligustrum (6ft.); and L. lucidum, Glossy privet
(35-40ft.).

Ligustrum sinense is an evergreen shrub with
spreading branches. An escape from cultivation,
found near streams and in old fencerows. Young
twigs covered with fine hairs visible under a l0x
hand lens. Leaves opposite, with short petioles;
blades up to 2 inches long, ovate to elliptic, usually
rounded at the tip, sometimes with a small notch,
tapering to the base, and with smooth margins.
Flowers white, fragrant, about 3/8 inch wide, borne
in narrow clusters up to 4 inches long, appearing
from March to May. Fruit berrylike, bluish black,
1/4 inch long by 3/16 inch wide, in clusters that
bend down the branchlets bearing them, and
hanging on into winter.

Introduced from Europe in the early to mid-1800s.
and has become a traditional southern ornamental.
There are five types of invasive Ligustrum in
Austin and for an excellent key on telling
privets apart go to http://
members.unitewireless.com/~marilynsallee/
CTInvaders/PrivetKey.pdf. We also have a
continual fight with Vinca, Nandina and
Photinia. — a never-ending plague!
Friends of Bright Leaf

Introduced from Japan and Korea, they can be
single plants or thicket-forming, occurring in the
same habitats as Chinese privet, but generally not as
abundant, depending upon location. Invade both
lowland and upland habitats, but usually more
prevalent in lowlands. Shade tolerant. Colonize by
root sprouts and spread by abundant bird- and
other animal-dispersed seeds.

Chinese privet was introduced into the United
States from China as early as 1852 as an ornamental.
An aggressive and troublesome invasive, often
forming dense thickets, particularly in bottom-land
forests and along fencerows, thus gaining access to
forests, fields, and rights-of-way. It colonizes by root
sprouts and spreads widely by abundant bird- and
other animal-dispersed seeds.
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What is that?
Patricia McGee

Answer: This is a colony of one of the species
of cyanobacteria constituting the genus
Nostoc that can be found all over Bright Leaf.
The cells are arranged in beadlike chains
grouped into a gelatinous mass, ranging from
microscopic to walnut-sized. Thick-walled
cells make these organisms highly droughtresistant. They can remain dormant, almost
invisibly mixed in with dry tree leaves, for
years (over 70 in dry storage) before a rain
develops them into a bright green slimy mass
sometimes called “gorilla’s snot.” In folklore,
the sudden appearance of Nostoc led to the
belief that it had fallen from the sky. In the
Orient, one species of Nostoc (N. flagelliforme)
is a food item, a substitute for glass noodles
under the name “fat choy. “
The genus is in the class Nostocaceae of the
order Hormogonales in the kingdom Monera.
This kingdom includes the bacteria and
cyanobacteria, protokaryotic organisms
without distinct internal cellular organelles
(such as nuclei, chloroplasts, and
6

mitochondria), in contrast to eukaryotic
organisms like algae, fungi, plants, and
animals. Cyanobacteria were, until recently,
called “blue-green algae,” because they are
the most primitive photosynthetic organisms.
They are believed to have played a key role in
the development of the earth’s current
oxygen-rich atmosphere. Today, they
continue to produce oxygen and fix nitrogen,
adding to the health of the environment in
which they live.

Nostoc Azollae. Copyright Roger Burkes (University
of California at Riverside), Mark Schneegurt (Wichita
State University), and Cyanosite (wwwcyanosite.bio.purdue.edu)

Nostoc can grow symbiotically with other
organisms. About 8% of lichens associate a
cyanobacterium, rather than an alga, with the
fungus substrate. More importantly, the green
chloroplasts that conduct photosynthesis in
eukaryotic organisms are descended from
endosymbiotic cyanobacteria that were
engulfed and incorporated into their host
hundreds of millions of years ago.
Chloroplasts, like mitochondria, contain their
own DNA transmitted from one generation to
the next separately from nuclear DNA.
Friends of Bright Leaf
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Bright Leaf Spring Open House 2010
Nancy Woolley

Bright Leaf held its spring open house event
on Saturday, April 24 with over one hundred
and thirty-seven people coming to the
preserve. There were seventeen docents and
volunteers who did everything from leading
hikes to discussing plant ID’s to displaying
and teaching about snakes that live in Bright
Leaf and Texas (see the following two pages
for more information on snakes).
Tasty refreshments greeted hungry and thirsty
visitors. Children’s activities such as making
peanut butter covered pine cones dipped in
bird seed kept the young ones busy. The
Austin Walking Meetup Group was out early
for a hike and a birding hike was offered to
some early risers to catch the sight or sound of
a Golden Cheeked Warbler and many other
feathered residents. Bright Leaf continues to
be a part of Austin Nature Days and the open
house and other monthly hikes were listed on
their website and were listed in a special insert
in the Austin American Statesman. KUT radio
mentioned the open house on air during the

Friends of Bright Leaf

morning radio show for a couple days before
the event. Bright Leaf keeps records for a fiscal
year from September through August and for
the year 2009-2010 so far there have been over
1,000 visitors at Bright Leaf!
For those who missed the event or who want
to return, National Trails Day open house will
be on Saturday, June 5 from 9:00 am until 1:00
pm. Arrive before 10:30 to catch one of the full
trail #3 hikes which are 4 miles long. Shorter
hikes will also be offered throughout the time.
Refreshments will be available and Master
Naturalists and docents will be on hand to
answer any questions. The monthly hikes in
June are on Saturday, June 12 and Sunday,
June 13 at 9:00 am both days. These are
usually the long, trail #3 hike which takes
about 2 ½ hours. If you would like a shorter
hike or a hike on any other day, just call
512-459-7269.
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Open House Fun
Mary Anne Woolley
Additional text Christine Powell
On April 24th, 2010 Bright Leaf
Preserve held it’s annual Open House.
What a day! The weather was
wonderful and well over one hundred
visitors turned out to hike and learn
more.
Mary Anne Woolley brought along
some of her snakes and provided
lots of useful information about
each of them. Just in case you were
unable to attend here is a taste of
what you missed.

The Hognose Snake (Heterodon sp)
The western hognose (top, right) is
common in Texas. Despite looking
like a rattlesnake (lower, right), this
small snake is completely harmless.
It tricks predators into thinking it is
dangerous! We all know about the
rattle snake and its distinctive tail
but many other snakes will rattle
against leaves to scare off predators.

The tricolor hognose (above) is common in
Bolivia. What do you think is is trying to look
like? That’s right, a coral snake!
General information
There are three kinds of western hognosed
snakes recognized and all are medium sized

and classed as nonvenomous. Clearly, one of
their most distinctive features is their nose - an
upturned snout which aids in digging. The
head is used in a sweeping, side to side
motion when digging in sandy soils or when
burrowing in masses of humus. Hognose
snakes can also be distinguished from
rattlesnakes by their thick, broad necks and
their sharply pointed tails with out rattles.
The image to the right clearly shows the very
distinctive nose. This particular snake is an
Eastern Hognose Snake, Heterodon platyrhinos,
which is common throughout the eastern part
of the state and in the panhandle.

Dawson

8

The chosen habitat for these species is in
regions os well-drained soil for easy

burrowing and with sparse plant cover so the
sun can warm the ground. Open woodland
edges and stream, pond and lake edges are are
favored. It is not common in the Edwards
Plateau as there are few areas of suitable
habitat but where the habitat is appropriate
then scattered populations can be found. Since
the species favors damp areas their expanse
into arid regions is greatly restricted.
However, it is often found in suburban areas,
attracted to large lawns that need frequent
watering. Toad are invited by this damp
environment which in turn attracts the eastern
hognose snake as a predator. There is clearly a
moral here — pull up your lawn if you do not
want to share you habitat with these lovely
little snakes!

Friends of Bright Leaf
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THEY SAID

Gail Truho
“ It was a wonderful experience hiking up,
over and through the woods on such a
beautiful Texas spring morning. It was
challenging in spots due to the increase in
altitude and unimproved trail, but overall a
fantastic experience. I was so glad I brought
my trekking pole today because it really does
make it easier for those of us with creaky
joints. ”
Emily Mullan
“ Beautiful day. Patricia is a great guide. The
house is very interesting, the views are good,
the creek was flowing, it wasn't too hot, and
the group was nice. Good start to the day. ”
Patsy
“ Thanks to the Cat Lady for preserving this
land for future generations, and to the Friends
who take care of it, and to the guides who are
so knowledgeable and generous with their
time. ”
Patty Stephens (+1 guest)
“ Bright Leaf and its interpretation were
spectacular. Thank you so very much.
Heidi Johnson
“ Gorgeous day, great company, and a little
exercise to boot! ”

Kingsnakes
Kingsnakes cover most of the United States in
a stunning array of colors, from yellow snakes
in Florida to black and white stripes in
California. The kingsnake is the “king”
because it is immune to snake venom, and
commonly eats rattlesnakes twice it’s size.
Because of this, they are known as friends to
ranchers.
The speckles kingsnake is common in central
Texas, along with several other varieties. One
of the smallest types of king.

Texas Rat Snakes

The Texas rat snake (Elaphe ovsoleta lindheimeri)
is one of the state’s larger serpents and adults
usually range between 42 and 72 inches. NonFriends of Bright Leaf

venomous and constrictors, these snakes prey
on rodents, birds and birds-eggs. If you don’t
have any of these things around your house

then these snakes will stay away. They can be
aggressive if cornered or caught but they are
great for keeping the rat population down.
9
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Green Is the Color of My Flower
Stephen Brueggerhoff

The color green heralds glorious
spring days, evergreen trees and the color
of my beloved truck. I do not often
associate green with flowers; a green rose
is peculiar to me, and hybridization of the
lovely Echinacea purpurea into a cultivar
called “Green Envy” throws me off a
little. Of course, there are always
exceptions. On one of my nature hikes, I
noticed a small jeweled green flower
poking its five-petaled face through the
dense and prickly canopy of agarita
(Mahonia trifoliolata). This contrast of a
prickly shrub mixed with a series of
delicate green flowers with a silver button
stopped me in my tracks.
What I saw was a Pearl Milkweed
Vine (Matelea reticulata), a member of the
Milkweed Family (Asclepiadaceae). This
large global plant family has 2900 species
with 315 genera and is found mostly in
tropical regions. There are thirty-one
Matelea species distributed across North
America, with fifteen listed native to
Texas. This plant family includes the
popular landscape plant Butterfly Weed
(Asclepias tuberosa) as well as Carrion
10

Flower (Stapelia sp.), an African succulent
producing fly-pollinated flowers that
mimic decaying meat. The plant family is
named for milky sap produced through
the stems, leaves and fruit. This sap often
contains alkaloids or other toxins like
glycosides, making it unpalatable to most
animals. However, members of the
Danaidae family, such as Queen (Danaus
gillippus), Monarch (Danaus plexippus),
and Soldier (Danaus eresimus) butterflies
use this plant family as a larval food
source. Pearl Milkweed Vine exhibits
simple arrowhead-shaped leaves,
oppositely arranged along hairy stems,
and measure about 11-cm long and 7.6cm wide. This twining vine can reach a
length of 3 to 3.7 meters long. It grows in
sandy or rocky soils of the South Texas
Plains and Edwards Plateau in full to
partial shade.
Have you ever looked closely at the
beautiful flowers of Pearl Milkweed Vine,
Butterfly Weed, or even Antelope Horns
(Asclepias asperula ssp. capricornu)? For
many species of this plant family, the
floral structure is highly specialized to

allow pollination by specific insects, very
similar to features found in orchids. The
silver “button” you see on the flower of
the Pearl Milkweed Vine is called a
gynostegium, which are fused stamens
and carpels. Contained inside this
gynostegium are pairs of pollinia,
coherent masses of pollen grains that look
like saddlebags. Transfer of the pollinia
occurs when an in insect leg scrapes
against the sticky base of the pollinium,
pulling it away from the flower and
carrying the mass as the insect visits
another flower. There are conspicuous,
reticulate variegated patterns that add
ornate detail to the flower’s surface. The
flowers are roughly 10 – 15 mm across,
and when pollinated the fruit can expand
to a pod that is 15 cm long; quite
impressive from such a small flower! This
delicate flower blooms anytime from
April throughout October. The next time
you are out hiking, look amongst the
shrubs on woodlands edge and discover
your own native flowering treasures that
will make your friends and family green
with envy.
Friends of Bright Leaf
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A Look Back…

An old article about the
cat birthday party that ran
in the newspaper around
1960 or 1970 (?).

A Winter Visitor
This year the cedar waxwings,
Bombycilla cedrorum, were glorious and
vivacious! A real treat for all who saw
them as they showed off their dazzling
aeronautics or as they gathered in their
hundreds to eat berries or the small
cones of the Ashe juniper trees.
Obviously, these beautifully marked
masked birds get their names from
their love of cedar trees and the very
bright red feathers (secondaries) near
to the end of their wings.
The Cedar waxwing travels north in
the late spring to their summer range
in Canada and through the Central
U.S., They generally winter in the
Southern half of the U.S. They are a
year round resident of the Pacific
Northwest, Central and Northeast U.S.
The Cedar Waxwing prefers forest
edges or open woodlands as a
general habitat. They also enjoy

Friends of Bright Leaf

orchards, gardens and parks with
shade trees and live in areas where
maples, alders and dogwoods grow.
They prefer to nest in maple or cedar
trees. In abundance where berry
producing trees and shrubs are found
and watercourses such as rivers and
streams flow. You can plant berry
producing trees and shrubs to attract
them and having flowing water will
seal the deal.
Cedar waxwings will sometimes pass
berries to one another as they perch
in a line on a tree branch.
Occasionally a cedar waxwing will
become drunk or even die from
eating berries that have fermented.
The cedar waxwing will also eat sap,
flowers and insects. They
occasionally wait for an insect to fly
by and then take off after it and catch
it in the air.
A group of Cedar Waxwings are
called an “ear-full” or a “museum of
waxwings.”
5
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Febuary 2010 Workday
Excellent volunteers, excellent work and excellent fun!
Nancy Woolley

On, Saturday Feb.20, we had an excellent group of
volunteers show up on what started out as a
drizzly morning. Sally Scott brought donuts, juice,
fruit and other treats to get everyone going. Jane
Tillman and Marshall Johnston surveyed the area
around the creek and suggested that we work near
the bridge crossing Dry Creek. Tom Delaney,
Nancy Crum, Carol Sessler, Katherine Smith, Greg
Thompson, Darwin Mann, John Mahan, and I all
got to work chopping and pulling out ligustrums
and nandinas. We had great success getting rid of
these invaders and Marshall and Jane planed what
plants they will bring in to plant to help stabilize
and beautify the bank of the creek. Only native
plants previously surveyed as growing in Bright
Leaf will be planted— no 'new' plants will be
brought in. So many hikers stop to enjoy the area
as they stand on the bridge that this is an excellent
choice as an area for restoration work. The job is
not finished but this is a wonderful beginning.
Above, Woodsman (Director) John Mahan beside
the trailer of plant material we removed. Thank
you to everyone who made this a successful day!
12
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Calendar of Events

Hikes

Guided hikes 2010
Georgia Lucas's will specifies that all
hikes at Bright Leaf are guided hikes. The
Friends of Bright Leaf volunteers are
happy to provide guided hikes to the
public.

Free and open to the public.
Second Saturday & second Sunday of
each month at 9:00 am.
Hikes are approximately 4 miles long and
last 2 1/2 hours.
Meet at the parking lot off 2222 and Creek
Mountain Road. Dress for the weather &
bring a water bottle.
See Calendar page for dates and more
information.
For shorter hikes or hikes on other days,
please call the park at 459-7269.

Guided hikes are open to the public and
are on the second Saturday and second
Sunday of each month (except when
holidays conflict).
All hikes start at 9:00 am.
Hikes are usually 4 miles long and last
about 2 hours. Wear sturdy shoes and
bring your own water. Please arrive on
time – there is only one hike per day. We
are happy to arrange other hikes for any
type or size of group. Call 459-7269.
June Sat. 12
Sun. 13

Oct.

Sat. 9
Sun. 10

July

Sat. 10
Sun. 11

Nov.

Sat. 13
Sun. 14

Aug

Sat. 14**
Sun. 8**

Dec.

Sat. 11
Sun. 12

Special Events

RULES to remember:
·All hikes are guided hikes
·No dogs allowed
·No bikes
·No fishing
·No camping
·These rules protect the fragile nature of
Bright Leaf, thank you for respecting
them.

National Trails Day Open House:
June 5, 2010 - 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Fall Open House:
October 23, 2010 - 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Donor & Volunteer Party
December 14, 2010

Workdays
Docent Training Class:
(date not yet set)
Please call 459-7269 for meeting place
location and more information.
Work for volunteers may be available on
other dates, contact the site manager.

Sept. Sat. 11
Sun. 12

Caps $20

Patches $5

T-Shirts $15

To order, contact Sally Scott at 453-2289

Friends of Bright Leaf

October Event—Open House
Saturday, October 24th, 9:00am—1:00pm

Interpretive Hikes are scheduled for the second Sat13
urday and second Sunday of every month. Meet at
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Thanks to all who help make this
possible...

Photo Credits

Special Thanks To

Friends of Bright Leaf

All images property of Bright Leaf unless
otherwise stated. Page 5: Texas Invasives,
Page 10: LBJWC.

• The docents who lead our hikes every
month.

2009-2010 Board of Directors

• Contributors to Friends of Bright Leaf

Sally Scott, President
Bill Dodd, Vice President
Phillip Russell, Secretary
Marshall Johnston

How You Can Help?

Patricia McGee

We always need your help and there
are many ways you can do this

Linda Nowlin

Some of us want to help but don’t always
know how — if you are one of these
people then let us help to discover your
inner volunteer. We need people to help
in every aspect, from leading hikes to
education, from planning events to
teaching children the importance of
nature, from bookkeeping to brochures
and that is just a start. So just contact us
and we will sign you up!

14

Kathrine Smith
Jane Tillman

Director/Lead Ranger
John Mahan

Newsletter Editor
Christine Powell

Check out our web site:

“www.brightleaf.org”
Friends of Bright Leaf
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Get Involved
FRIENDS OF BRIGHT LEAF
A 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation
P.O. Box 27921
Austin, Texas 78755-7921
From time to time a docent training class is offered for people interested in volunteering at Bright Leaf.
Call 459-7269 for more information and to reserve a place in the class.
Other volunteer opportunities for individuals or groups may also be available during the year.

Membership Application
Annual Memberships to Friends of Bright Leaf provide funds to help preserve, protect, and make accessible
this treasure. Become a member and help assure that Georgia Lucas’ dreams will last many lifetimes.

Individual $25 __

Family $35 __

Supporter $50 __

Sponsor $100 __

Patron $250 __

Corporate $500 __

Life Member $1000 __

Other __________

Please make checks payable to Friends of Bright Leaf, Inc Check #

As a member of the Friends of Bright Leaf, I will support the bylaws of the FoBL and the decisions of the Austin Community Foundation and its management
of the park. My signature releases Friends of Bright Leaf, Inc., and its members from any responsibility for accidents or death as a result of use of the Bright
Leaf property. I understand that theFriends of Bright Leaf will not sell or loan my membership information to any other entity.

SIGNATURE: ________________________________Date__________________

I would like to help with the following activities: [Please circle all that apply].

Trail/brush Work
Bookkeeping
Brochures
Publicity

Newsletter
Lead Hikes
Educate on Birds
Membership

Fund Raising
Educate Adults
Educate on Plants
Recruitment

Write Education Material
Educate Children
Educate on Geology
Clean ups

Event Planning
Scientific Studies
Train Docents
Other(Specify): ________

NAME(S): _____________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________
CITY: ___________________________ STATE: _______________ ZIP: ____________________
HOME PHONE: ____________________ DAYTIME PHONE: ____________________
E-MAIL: _____________________________________
An e-mail address is necessary to get reminders for hikes and other events.
When completed, mail this form with your donation to
Friends of Bright Leaf
P.O. Box 27921
Austin TX 78755-7921

For inclusion in the FOBL database, and for your 501(c) (3) acknowledgement letter.

Friends of Bright Leaf
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