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The Mission of the Friends of Bright Leaf is to conserve and enhance
Bright Leaf and promote the public’s enjoyment, understanding, and
appreciation of this urban jewel.
An Occasional Newsletter

Fall 2010
Directors Letter
It is a great time to visit
Bright Leaf...
Page 2

Presidents Letter
Thank you all...
Page 2

Scholar and Naturalist
Philip Russell,
longtime supporter of
Bright Leaf and prolific
scholar
Page 6

Gold for us all
A year-round native we
all love to see and hear.
Page 9

Rare Sightings
More of the unusual
Page 10

What is that?
Find the answer on
Page 6

We Want
You!

Guided
Hikes

Come and Join Us for a
Celebration of Fall

Every Month

Come and help us celebrate our
wonderful preserve at the Celebration of
Fall on Saturday, October 23, 9:00am until
1:00pm. All are welcome. Experts will be
available to answer questions about
plants, animals, geology, and the history
of the preserve. There will also be an
exhibit of snakes! Refreshments will be
served.
All this and more—free!

Friends of Bright Leaf

We all know that Bright Leaf is beautiful all
year round. However, even in the harshest
months there is always something special to
see. In July, a sharp-eyed docent noticed one
of our rarer plant species just off the trail.
Read about the “Rare Beauty” on page 4.
Glass Mountain coral root orchid,
Hexalectris nitida

Georgia Lucas's will specifies that all
hikes at Bright Leaf are guided hikes. The
Friends of Bright Leaf volunteers are
happy to provide guided hikes to the
public. These hikes are on the second
Saturday and second Sunday of each
month (except when holidays conflict).
All hikes start at 9:00 am.
Hikes are usually four miles long and last
about two hours. Wear sturdy shoes and
bring your own water. Please arrive on
time – there is only one hike per day. We
are happy to arrange other hikes for any
type or size of group. Call 459-7269.
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Letter from the President
Dear Friends,
First, I want to congratulate Bright Leaf
Secretary Philip Russell on his beautiful new
book, The History Of Mexico. Second, on
being recognized by Sierra Club as the
recipient of the Virginia Murray Brewer
Award for Outings, many of which he led at
Bright Leaf. Third, for walking to Bright Leaf
on National Trails Day after his truck broke
down… now that's commitment.
Nancy Woolley is not only our dedicated
Program Director, but also in the
Streptanthus (Bracted Twist Flower)
working group. We do have this rare plant in
our preserve.
Please put October 23rd on your calendar.
That will be our next General Meeting and
Fall Open House. This is election time, the
elections are held in the parking lot at 8:45
a.m. We are expecting (weather permitting)
that Mary Anne Woolley's snake collection
will be there as well. Sally will help
coordinate the children’s activities and John
will see we have funds for the snacks as usual.
My congratulations go to all the members and
friends who have worked so hard at the work
days removing invasive non-native plants.
We filled 10 trailers!.
Special thanks to John Mahan, our director
not only for all his vigilance on the Forth of
July, but for all the phone calls he takes and
the diligent care with which he oversees the
preserve. Did you know that in this current
year we had over 1,000 visitors?
Last, I want to thank you for giving me this
opportunity to serve as your President
through this transition period. I have enjoyed
becoming better friends with all of you.

Letter from the Director

Hello friends. The summer heat is over and
fall has arrived. The cooler temperatures have
brought forth the autumn flowers and I am
See you on the trails, reminded what a very good year this has been at
Sally Scott Bright Leaf.
I would like to stop and thank the Friends
of Bright Leaf Preserve for their hard work and
support over the last year. We have completed
an important merger with the Austin
Community Foundation, and have enlarged
the programs we offer to our guests. Many
thanks to Sally Scott for her leadership of the
FoBL during her tenure as president. As our
partnership continues I look forward to new

and more diverse solutions to the challenges
we face.
This year we will grow the volunteer
training program and outreach to the
community. We will continue to improve our
infrastructure with a special effort on trail
maintenance.
I would like to extend an invitation to all to
come and visit Bright Leaf this fall. I hold it to be
a privilege to work with the FoBL.

John Mahan

Unidentified moths on Green Lily (Schoenocaulon
texanum).
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Celebrate Fall at Bright Leaf
Saturday, October 23. 9:00am until 1:00pm.

Fall Open House Event:
Come and help us celebrate fall at Bright Leaf on Saturday,

October 23, 9:00am until 1:00pm. Arrive early for the
longer hikes, but we offer trips throughout the morning.
Experts will be available to answer questions about
plants, animals, geology, and the history of the preserve.
Come, see, and touch friendly snakes in the park exhibit.
Sorry, we cannot guarantee you will see the cute Eastern
black-necked garter snake above - he is free to come and
go as he pleases! I am also sure you won’t see the Twotailed Swallowtail caterpillar (Papilio multicaudata)
shown right on a Wafer ash (Ptelea trifoliata) but there
will be butterflies to see. We can guarantee a great time
and fun for all. Refreshments will be available free of
charge — what a deal! Come and see one of Austin’s
hidden gems.
The incoming board that will be elected at the open house:
"Nominated for the Friends of Bright Leaf board for the
fiscal year 2010-2011 are: Bill Dodd, Patricia McGee,
Christine Powell, Philip Russell, Katherine Smith"
Friends of Bright Leaf
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Rare Beauty at Brightleaf
Bill Dodd

During the Sunday monthly hike in
July, a sharp-eyed docent spotted an
interesting plant just beside the trail.
The plant was the Glass Mountain
coral root orchid, Hexalectris nitida, and
it was in bloom. This is one of our
native central Texas orchids and is
known to occur at Bright Leaf, but it is
rarely seen here. It is easy to overlook.
This slender purple-brown plant is
only about one foot tall and the
pinkish brown sepals and petals are
each less than 1/2 inch long.

Edwards Plateau. It is thought that
most of the plants of this species in the
Edwards Plateau self-pollinate. The
flowers of plants that self-pollinate
may remain closed. This may explain
why these plants are only occasionally
seen with open flowers in central
Texas.

This orchid species also picks an
interesting time to bloom, June to
August, during the hottest months of
our Texas summer. Visitors to Bright
Leaf often ask the best time of the year
Hexalectris nitida was first discovered
to visit. Spring is an obvious answer,
in the Glass Mountains of Trans-Pecos with a good variety of blooming
Texas in 1940 by Barton Warnock and wildflowers and the arrival of the
was originally thought to only occur
Golden-cheeked Warbler. But I always
there. It was later found in the Chisos like point out that there is the potential
Mountains and several locations on the to see and hear interesting things
4
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throughout the year. This Glass
Mountain coral root orchid in the
heat of summer is one example.
Although the Crested coral root
orchid, Hexalectris spicata var.
spicata (pictured above) is widely
distributed through the Edwards
Plateau, it is not common. This
native orchid has brightly colored
flowers on its flesh colored stalks.
And since we are talking about
orchids, another is the Great Plains
ladies tresses orchid, Spiranthes
magnicamporum (right), that
blooms November to January and
can sometimes be seen at Bright
Leaf.
For more information on the
native orchids of Texas, see the
book Wild Orchids of Texas by Joe
Liggio and Ann Orto Liggio.

Friends of Bright Leaf
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Want to spot something rare at
Bright Leaf? How do you know
when to come? The answers are
simple, anytime! Each week
brings new surprises to the
Preserve. It may not be one of
the rare orchids but Bright Leaf
is home to many different
species that are only seen on the
Edwards Plateau.
Guided hikes are open to the
public and are on the second
Saturday and second Sunday of
each month (except when
holidays conflict). You can also
arrange for a guided hike for a
group: Call the Preserve
Manager's office at 459-7269.
Online visit: http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/fobl
to sign up for hike reminders
via e-mail.
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Bright Leaf Docents at Work
Nancy Woolley
Program Director

Here at Bright Leaf we have the best group of
docents anywhere. At least it seems that it must be
so. We have over thirty docents and also additional
workday volunteers who have been active this year.
Collectively, these hard working folks have donated
over 572 hours of their time. This year at Bright Leaf
there have been over eighty-five hikes with over a
thousand visitors. There were also open house
events and invasive plant workdays. Thank you to
all of our docents and volunteers. Bright Leaf cannot
have the visitors without the docents to guide their
hikes. The docents put the sparkle in the jewel that is
Bright Leaf.
If you are interested in helping at Bright Leaf then
please call or email to receive more information.
512-459-7269 FriendsOfBrightLeaf@gmail.com
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Philip L. Russell: Scholar and Naturalist
Patricia McGee

Philip L. Russell is not only a long time
supporter and advocate of Bright Leaf, but he
is also a prolific scholar who tells stories that
help us understand historical events in
perspective to current realities. Raised in
Bryan, Texas, where his father taught at Texas
A&M, Philip has lived primarily in Austin
with brief residences in Mexico City, Cairo,
San Francisco, Chicago and New York. His
father, a field geologist, instilled in Philip a
love of nature; summers were filled with
family hiking trips to various national parks.
As a young adult, Philip first explored Mexico
through caving and later through hitchhiking
forays during which he walked into small
Indian villages which did not have roads to
them. Then, in the late 1960’s his fascination
with our south of the border neighbor was
solidified when he covered the Mexican
Student Movement of 1968, furthering his
knowledge of and experience with the people
of Mexico. This experience began a series of
historical inquiries.

Friends of Bright Leaf

The importance of nature is evident in his
professional work that includes books about
Cuba, El Salvador, the Chiapas rebellion, and
the impact of President Salinas on Mexico.
Philip’s writing always includes an
environmental perspective. For example in his
most recent work, The History of Mexico: From
Pre-conquest to Present, he notes that not only
did mining increase Mexico’s wealth it also
led to deforestation and devastating pollution
through the use of mercury and cyanide used
to refine ore. Philip notes that since the time of
hunter-gathers humankind has impacted the
natural world (as explained by Jarred
Diamond in his book Collapse) but only in the
20th century did we begin to understand how
changes in change have an impact on us (as
illustrated in Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring).
Helping our community understand the
impact of our actions on nature, and what we
can do to sustain our natural environment is a
commitment Philip has made in different
ways. A long-time Sierra Club hike leader,

Philip came to know Bright Leaf when he was
recruited by then ranger Jeff Hershey to lead
hikes. Of course Philip said “yes” and thus
began a popular Sierra Club tradition of
hiking Bright Leaf. Philip has been an active
Friend of Bright Leaf docent, hike leader,
board member, and all around volunteer.
When asked what he would tell younger
generations about the value of spending time
outdoors, Philip said, “I wouldn’t tell them
anything, and if I did they probably wouldn’t
listen.” He believes that instilling the joy of
nature is up to friends and family but he can
nurture this interest by explaining why Bright
Leaf is available to them and what we are and
can do to continually preserve the land. For
the younger visitors, Philip points out the
marvelous array of creatures as they discover
the biodiversity of this special place. Look for
Philip on the trails and you may be fortunate
to learn from this esteemed and fascinating
naturalist.
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An Author Speaks
Philip Russell

FOBL board member Philip Russell’s book,
“The History of Mexico: from Pre-Conquest
to Present,” was just published by Routledge.
Here are his comments on the book.
When I lead groups at Bright Leaf I
throw out the word “preserve,” and pose
the question, “Just what are we trying to
preserve?” I mention that different Hill
Country preserves have different goals,
ranging from preserving endangered
species to enhancing water recharge. Then
I describe some of the tools used to
“preserve” at Bright Leaf, such as removing
invasives and planting natives, as well as
tools used elsewhere in the Hill Country—
removing plants (cedar, ligustrum),
building berms, etc.
In my book on Mexican history I follow a
similar approach. However, rather than
speaking of paths to environmental
preservation, I discuss the paths to
environmental degradation.
In some cases, this environmental
damage occurred well before the arrival of
Europeans. Around roughly 1000 AD the
vibrant Maya culture on the Yucatán
peninsula collapsed. This collapse,
described in detail in Jared Diamond’s
book Collapse, was a result of
overpopulation, erosion due to planting
hillsides to feed an ever expanding
population, and a severe drought.
The arrival of Europeans resulted in vast
biological change. Deliberately introduced
animals such as cattle and sheep denuded
landscapes and caused certain plants, such
as cactus, to flourish, since they were not
eaten by the invasive herbivores. Many
plant species were inadvertently brought to
8

Mexico when forage for cattle was carried
over from Europe.
A centuries-long ecological equilibrium
settled over Mexico after the sixteenth
century as introduced species coexisted
with natives. The human population
remained well below pre-Conquest levels
largely due to the introduction of European
diseases.
The most destructive industry in the
colonial period and well into the nineteenth
century was mining. The chemicals used to
refine ore—mercury and later cyanide—
resulted in widespread contamination.
Mines also led to widespread deforestation
as trees were felled to supply timbers and
later to fuel the boilers as steam power was
introduced into the mining industry. The
coming of the railroad also accelerated
deforestation as railroad construction used
wood for ties, trestles, and station
construction. Many early locomotives also
burned wood as a fuel.
As Mexico progressed into the twentieth
century, numerous environmental
problems arose—the combined effect of
soaring population, industrialization, and
widespread use of the automobile.
Between 1970 and 2000, Mexico’s
population more than doubled. Forests
were cleared to provide land to farm and
to raise cattle. Irrigated farms drained
aquifers. In mushrooming cities, industries
and autos led to severe air pollution. Laws
to enforce environmental standards were
not enforced.
Many hoped that the North American
Free Trade Agreement, which came into
effect in 1994, would open the way to
cleaning up Mexico’s environment.

However, the opposite happened as more
industry led to more pollution. Today
Mexico not only faces the challenges of
clearing up its environment, but coping
with global climate change which has
already produced floods on a monumental
scale and which will substantially reduce
agricultural production.
Of course my book also describes
Mexico’s poets and politicians and
discusses Indians and the Inquisition. For
those interested in the whole enchilada,
visit the Routledge Publisher website and
enter “History of Mexico” in the search
box. If you’re not up to a 788-page book,
I’m doing a presentation and book signing
at Mexiarte Museum, 419 Congress
Avenue, at 2 PM on November 20 (the
hundredth anniversary of the Mexican
Revolution.)

Friends of Bright Leaf
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What is that?
Patricia McGee

Answer: The Earthstar Fungus (Astraeus
hygrometricus) is an ectomycorrhizal fungus
that responds to the moisture in the
environment. As the fungus matures, the
outer layer opens to reveal a small puffball
shaped fungus that is framed by pointed 'star
rays.' In dry conditions the rays close to
protect the spores inside, a process that can
be repeated several times When the puffball
is exposed, falling raining then helps to
release the spores. This fungus is typically
found in sandy soil under pines and
hardwoods. Look for Earthstars in spring or
fall. They are delightful!

Reference: Texas Mushrooms: A Field Guide, by
Susan Metzler and Van Metzler

Friends of Bright Leaf

Astraeus hygrometricus. (left) Mature fructification. Section of young fructification. i, i', i'',
endoperidia; a', a'', exoperidia; g. gleba (right).

From Haumann EA, Dodge CW. (1928). Comparative Morphology of Fungi. McGraw-Hill
Book Company, Inc:New York. p.475, Figure 302. The drawing attributed to Tavel and Bary
(Tavel's publication was 1886; Bary 1884)
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Lesser Goldfinches Brighten
Bright Leaf
Jane Tillman

The Lesser Goldfinch (Carduelis psaltria) is
a common year round resident in Bright
Leaf. They move around in flocks, and
the brightly colored Texas black-backed
male is quite distinctive. You will
probably hear them before you see them.
Listen for a rather squeaky, plaintive call
as the birds stay in contact with each
other – it might remind you of kids
saying “Marco Polo.” Visit Whatbird.com
to hear their call.

The surefire way to get Lesser
Goldfinchesin your own garden is to
hang up a thistle feeder or thistle
sock. Purchase niger (thistle) seed at a
local big box store, or from a specialty
store. The main thing to remember is that
the seed must be fresh – goldfinches are
somewhat finicky, and they will turn up
their beaks at old seed. Some people
recommend tying a yellow ribbon on the
feeder to attract the birds initially. As
with all feeders, it is important to clean
Austin is at the eastern edge of the Lesser them thoroughly periodically.
Goldfinch’s range – they like open
woodland, where they are seed eaters
Why are these perky birds “lesser?” They
and foliage gleaners. You can easily
are about half an inch smaller than
attract Lesser Goldfinches to your
American Goldfinches which visit Austin
Northwest Hills yard if you plant daisy- in winter months. If you see a slightly
like flowers such as Plateau Goldeneye
larger bird at your feeder, look closely
(Viguiera dentata) that blooms along FM
and chances are it will be an American
2222 from Mesa to Loop 360 in the
Goldfinch in its winter plumage. They
fall. Just don’t deadhead the blossoms,
have pronounced white wing bars while
and chances are the birds will appear.
the Lessers only have small white patches
They also enjoy their version of
in their wings and tails.
vegetables by stripping some leaves from
another Bright Leaf fall blooming plant,
White Mistflower (Ageratina havanensis).
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Rare Sightings
Nancy Woolley
Program Director

Orchids are a rare treat to see in
bloom, but they are not the only
unusual sighting here at Bright Leaf.
There is a cactus at the western
junction of trial #1 and #3 that most
hikers get to see. Few, however, get to
see it in bloom since the yellow
flowers only last a few days. This is
the Coryphantha sulcata or Nipple
Cactus. Another brief treasure here at
the preserve is the Slender-Lobe
Passionflower (Passiflora tenuiloba). It
is similar in structure to the exotic
passionflower, but much smaller —
about the size of a fingernail. Not all
sightings are of the floral kind. At the
National Trails Day open house in
June Bright Leaf docent Tom Delaney
spotted a porcupine up in a tree along
the trail. Great sightings! Keep your
eyes open on the trail—you never
know just what you might see.

Friends of Bright Leaf

Editors Note: Notice the ant on the
Passiflora tenuiloba. Ants and
passifloras have a very special
relationship which often can be
symbiotic. Passionflower vines have
special glands, called 'extrafloral
nectaries' near the base of the leaves,
that produce sweet liquids attractive
to ants. Ants feed at the plants
nectaries (both the ones at the leaf
base and those within the flower)
and, in return, the ants protect the
plant from herbivores such as
caterpillars. The usual caterpillar on
the passifloras are from the Heliconius
family. Just one of these locally is the
Gulf Fritillary (Agraulis vanillae), a
lovely butterfly whose larva makes
itself toxic to predators by feeding on
the passionflower's leaves. Surplus
nectaries is just one of the many lifesaving tactics the Passiflora uses to
survive.
11
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Texas frogfruit (Phyla nodiflora)
Christine Powell

Texas frogfruit is one of my absolutely
favorite plants! Yes I know it is rather diminutive
and most people see it as a weed, or worse when
they find it in their lawn... but not me, I love it!
Think I’m mad? Maybe, but just take a little time
to observe this hardy little perennial and I think
you will change your mind.
Phyla nodiflora only gets to be about three
to six inches tall and, in my opinion, makes a
great little ground cover. It can grow in sun
and part shade, doesn’t require much water
and will even remain evergreen in winter if it
is in a protected area. With its trailing foliage
and charming, miniature-verbena-like white
flowers it can be a joy to behold. The flower
heads are usually about ½ inch long and the
blossoms themselves are tiny and white,
opening in a ring. It is also a long bloomer
with flowers often from spring through fall.
The leaves are rather long and stiff, with
pronounced serrations on the edges. The plant
roots wherever the stems touch the ground.
Texas frog-fruit transplants easily. It attracts
numerous insect pollinators and is the larval
host for the Phaon Crescent (above right),
Buckeye, and White Peacock butterflies and
would be great as the “spiller” in a container.
The plant can be propagated from seeds
and cuttings or transplanted. For seed
collection, first determine if seed is mature.
Separate the seed head from the plant. Hand
strip mature seed heads by grasping the
12

bottom of the seed head then gently pulling
away from the base of the plant. Deposit seed
heads in a brown paper sack. When collecting
plants, rooted stem sections may be harvested
and placed in wet paper towels to keep roots
moist. Remember to look for superior plants
that display differences in color, height, or
forage abundance and as always follow seed
collecting ethical guidelines:
Before you start, get permission from the
landowner, or State agency, and know what to
collect, when to collect, and how to collect.
Consult one or more references.
Be sure you have properly identified the
species. This is usually easiest to do when the
plant is in bloom.
Never over-collect seed from a wild
population, collect only what you need. If few
seeds are available from natural populations,
locate a commercial source of the desired plant.
To maintain genetic diversity, it is
advisable to collect from several different
populations if possible.
Never collect seed from rare or uncommon
plant species.
Collect seed at the right time. If the seed is
collected too early, it will not be viable. As a
general rule, most seeds start to ripen when
the pods or capsules change color, or when the
seed heads start to open.
Seeds should be collected when they are
thoroughly dry, using paper bags or paper

envelopes. Don't use plastic bags for gathering
seeds. If seeds must be collected when they
are wet, they should be spread out in shallow
boxes to air-dry indoors.
Plants that have berries or fleshy fruits
should be collected when they are obviously
ripe and all the fleshy parts should be
removed. These seeds should then be air-dried
before planting or storage.
To dry seeds, put them in paper bags
indoors, leaving the bags open at the top. This
will allow good air circulation and prevent the
seeds from becoming moldy.
Once dry, seeds can be stored in paper
bags, paper envelopes, cans, or glass vials.
Seeds stored in glass jars or coffee-cans can be
placed in the refrigerator until planting time,
or they can be left outdoors in a protected spot
during the winter. The alternate freezing and
thawing of outdoor temperatures actually
increases the percentage of germination of
some seeds.
Always label your collections with the
name of the plant (scientific name is preferred
because common names are not
standardized), the location where you
collected it, and the date of collection. This
should be done while still in the field so the
information is accurate.
Please note: Bright Leaf is a preserve. Seed
collection is not allowed.

Friends of Bright Leaf
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Nancy Woolley
Program Director

The middle of August is not the most comfortable time to be out on the trail, but with all the rain in July this year, the trail needed
clearing. Since it was so hot, I didn’t expect to see much in the way of animal life while I was walking the trail and cutting back
overhanging vegetation. But Bright Leaf often offers up surprises and I saw two Texas Spiny Lizards and a young Texas Rat Snake.
The snake was across the trail and quickly went off into the leaves. Luckily I saw it go up a tree or I would never have located it with
its excellent camouflage. Similar story with the lizards. I heard them move and that tipped me off to their presence. They too are
colored so they can ‘hide in plain sight’. Both the snake and the lizards are cold blooded and adjust their body temperature by
moving from shaded cooler locations into hotter, sunnier spots.

Friends of Bright Leaf
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Calendar of Events

Hikes

Guided hikes 2010
Georgia Lucas's will specifies that all
hikes at Bright Leaf are guided hikes. The
Friends of Bright Leaf volunteers are
happy to provide guided hikes to the
public.

Second Saturday & second Sunday of
each month at 9:00 am.
Hikes are approximately 4 miles long and
last 2 1/2 hours and are free.
Meet at the parking lot off 2222 and Creek
Mountain Road. Dress for the weather
and bring a water bottle.
See Calendar page for dates and more
information.
For shorter hikes or hikes on other days,
please call the park at 459-7269.

Guided hikes are open to the public and
are on the second Saturday and second
Sunday of each month (except when
holidays conflict).
All hikes start at 9:00 am.
Hikes are usually 4 miles long and last
about 2 hours. Wear sturdy shoes and
bring your own water. Please arrive on
time – there is only one hike per day. We
are happy to arrange other hikes for any
type or size of group. Call 459-7269.
Oct. # Sat. 9
#
Sun. 10
#
#
Nov. # Sat. 13
#
Sun. 14
Dec.#
#

Special Events

RULES to remember:
·All hikes are guided hikes
·No dogs allowed
·No bikes
·No fishing
·No camping
·These rules protect the fragile nature of
Bright Leaf. Thank you for respecting
them.

Fall Open House:
October 23, 2010 — 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Donor & Volunteer Party
December 14, 2010

Workdays
Dates to be advised.

Training
Docent Training Class:
If you are interested in being a docent at
Bright Leaf, call us at 512-459-7269 or
email us at FriendsOfBrightLeaf@gmail.com.
Please call 459-7269 for meeting place
location and more information.
Work for volunteers may be available on
other dates, contact the site manager.

Sat. 11
Sun. 12

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#
#

#

#

Caps $20

Patches $5

T-Shirts $15

To order, contact Sally Scott at 453-2289
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October Event—Open House
Saturday, October 24th, 9:00am—1:00pm

Interpretive Hikes are scheduled Friends
for the ofsecond
Bright SatLeaf
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Thanks to all who help make this
possible...

Photo Credits

Special Thanks To

Friends of Bright Leaf

All images property of Bright Leaf unless
otherwise stated and taken by Bill Dodd and
Nancy Woolley. Jeffrey Scruggs, page 7:
Patricia McGee, page 9: Peter Wallack and
Alan D. Wilson, page 10: Tom Delaney, page
11: LBJWC and Christine Powell, page 12.

• The docents who lead our hikes every
month.

2009-2010 Board of Directors

• Contributors to Friends of Bright Leaf

Sally Scott, President
Bill Dodd, Vice President
Phillip Russell, Secretary
Marshall Johnston

How You Can Help?
We always need your help and there
are many ways you can do this
Some of us want to help but don’t always
know how — if you are one of these
people then let us help to discover your
inner volunteer. We need people to help
in every aspect, from leading hikes to
education, from planning events to
teaching children the importance of
nature, from bookkeeping to brochures
and that is just a start. So just contact us
and we will sign you up!

Friends of Bright Leaf

Patricia McGee
Linda Nowlin
Kathrine Smith
Jane Tillman
Director/Lead Ranger
John Mahan

Program Director
Nancy Woolley
Newsletter Editor
Christine Powell

Check out our web site:

“www.brightleaf.org”
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Get Involved
FRIENDS OF BRIGHT LEAF
A 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation
P.O. Box 27921
Austin, Texas 78755-7921
From time to time a docent training class is offered for people interested in volunteering at Bright Leaf.
Call 459-7269 for more information and to reserve a place in the class.
Other volunteer opportunities for individuals or groups may also be available during the year.

Membership Application
Annual Memberships to Friends of Bright Leaf provide funds to help preserve, protect, and make accessible
this treasure. Become a member and help assure that Georgia Lucas’ dreams will last many lifetimes.

Individual $25 __ # #

Family $35 __ #

#

#

Supporter $50 __ #

Patron $250 __ #

Corporate $500 __ # #

#

Life Member $1000 __ #

#

#

#

Sponsor $100 __

#

Other __________

Please make checks payable to Friends of Bright Leaf, Inc Check #

As a member of the Friends of Bright Leaf, I will support the bylaws of the FoBL and the decisions of the Austin Community Foundation and its management
of the park. My signature releases Friends of Bright Leaf, Inc., and its members from any responsibility for accidents or death as a result of use of the Bright
Leaf property. I understand that theFriends of Bright Leaf will not sell or loan my membership information to any other entity.

SIGNATURE: ________________________________Date__________________

I would like to help with the following activities: [Please circle all that apply].

Trail/brush Work #
Bookkeeping #
Brochures##
Publicity# #

#
#
#
#

Newsletter #
Lead Hikes #
Educate on Birds#
Membership#

#
#
#
#

Fund Raising #
Educate Adults #
Educate on Plants#
Recruitment#

#
#
#
#

Write Education Material #
Educate Children # #
Educate on Geology##
Clean ups##
#

#
#
#
#

Event Planning
Scientific Studies
Train Docents
Other(Specify): ________

NAME(S): _____________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________
CITY: ___________________________ STATE: _______________ ZIP: ____________________
HOME PHONE: ____________________ DAYTIME PHONE: ____________________
E-MAIL: _____________________________________
An e-mail address is necessary to get reminders for hikes and other events.
When completed, mail this form with your donation to
Friends of Bright Leaf
P.O. Box 27921
Austin TX 78755-7921

For inclusion in the FOBL database, and for your 501(c) (3) acknowledgement letter.

Friends of Bright Leaf
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