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The Mission of the Friends of Bright Leaf is to conserve and enhance
Bright Leaf and promote the public’s enjoyment, understanding, and
appreciation of this urban jewel.
An Occasional Newsletter

Fall 2011
Dry, Dry Creek
Bright Leaf for all ages,
especially the young
Page 3

Finally Fall
A long hot summer
finally leads us to the
Autumn and cooler
temperatures
Page 2

Open
House
Come and Join Us to
Celebrate Our Open
House on October
15th.
Several times a year, Bright Leaf
opens it’s gates for special events.
October 15th is just one of those
special days to be enjoyed by all. Fall
is here and we want to share it with
you all, so come on down…
This will be a great time to get out
and just enjoy the cooler weather and
reacquaint yourself with Austin’s
Friends of Bright Leaf

We all need water
Page 5

Lunch anyone
A healthy environment
can be seen by who is
eating whom
Page 7

What is that?
Find out about
something unusual
Page 8

A Pink Bouquet
And volunteers of all
ages and from all groups
step up to help
Page 6

hidden gem. There will be docents
and guides taking people out on
the trails. This will be a good time
to see migrating birds, autumn
wild flowers, late season insects
and lizards stocking up for the
winter. The trees are already
turning to autumn shades and
should be a joy to behold. So come
and shake off the summer shackles
and enjoy a hike.
As usual there will be lots of
people to share information with
you and there will be refreshments
available free of cost. There will be
surprises and fun for all, so enjoy
this long awaited change in the
temperature and make the most of
our early Fall days.
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A Long Hot Summer
Gives Way to a Long
Awaited Fall...
Letter from the President
I had hoped that by the time I wrote this
note we would have received some relief
from the drought. While we did get some
respite in the form of cooler temperatures for
a week or so in early September, the lack or
rain has stubbornly persisted. Still, despite
the heat and drought we continue to have
enthusiastic visitors for our monthly hikes.
There’s always something interesting to see.
On the July hike, I witnessed Dry Creek
actually dry for the first time since I’ve been
coming here since 2007, but on the August
hike it was flowing again, albeit just a
trickle. We even saw a couple of plants
blooming—Western Ironweed (Vernonia
baldwinii) and White Boneset
(Eupatorium serotinum).
As usual, I want to say thanks to all the
volunteers and docents that have continued
to help Bright Leaf by leading hikes, doing
patrols, etc. As we start to finally cool off a
bit, it is a good time to come out and join us
on one of the monthly hikes or at the fall
Open House on Saturday, October 15.

Dear Friends of Bright Leaf,
What a year it has been! Last year, a
record flood and this year, record drought
and heat. A special thanks to all the
volunteers during this long spell of hot
weather. Another special thanks to the
Friends of Bright Leaf for providing cold
Bill Dodd water for the hikers this summer. I received
many emails and notes of thanks and
appreciation for this special gesture.
We look forward to another great year at
Bright Leaf. This fall starts off with our Open
House event on October 15. I invite you to
come and hike with our knowledgeable
docents. Also this fall, groups such as the

Austin Youth River Watch, Austin
Community College, Boy Scouts, Lifetime
Learning, and others will join with us to
continue and expand their visitation at the
preserve.
Again I wish to thank our volunteers and
join with everyone in enjoyment of the
cooler temperatures and in hopes for much
needed rain.
John Mahan
Director & Lead Ranger
Bright Leaf Preserve

Hairstreak butterfly on White Mistflower (Eupatorium serotinum) along Dry Creek (above)

Blue Mistflower grows in a seep. Sometimes all it takes is a scoop of soil and a drop of water for a plant to
survive!
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Dry, Dry Creek
Nancy Woolley

Water gushing into the pool at the creek crossing by the parking lot.
There is a saying in Texas that if you
don’t like the weather, just wait a while.
That has proven true over the last year.
In September, 2010, Tropical Storm
Hermine hit Central Texas with from six
to fifteen inches of rain. There were
power outages, homes were flooded,
many people had to be rescued from the
rising waters, and one person even lost
her life. Just west of Bright Leaf at Bull
Creek Park, gravel from upstream was
washed down and deposited at the park
and changed the creek bed, picnic tables
were carried away in the torrent, and
even a newly installed parking lot was
destroyed. At Bright Leaf, the flood
downed trees, washed away parts of the
trail, and tore the bridge over Dry Creek
off its concrete foundation. The water
was so powerful that it took the bridge
Friends of Bright Leaf

Bridge washed downstream after the
September 2010 flood.
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one mile downstream where it was
spotted by a neighbor who
recognized it upside down and
tangled in debris. The bridge was
recovered and brought back to the
preserve, placed back in its original
location, and given new decking to
restore it.
After this deluge of water, it
seems the faucet has been shut off.
The rainfall total for 2011 so far this
year is 9.47 inches. Since October
2010, Austin is 20.87 inches behind
our normal rainfall total. This is not
just drought, it is exceptional
drought and the second worst
drought since the prolonged, multiyear drought in the 1950’s. Now,
add to that an all-time record
breaking 80+ days over 100
degrees. The result is not
surprising… Dry Creek has gone
dry. There is a small area of
moisture at the pool below the
creek crossing by the parking lot, but
it is not enough water to sustain the fish that once enjoyed the
area at the waterfall. When water returns to the creek, the fish
will also return. We know this because this is not the first time
the creek has run dry although, thankfully, it is a rare occurrence.
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Bridge over Dry Creek, September 2011

During this time of drought, the trees around the Georgia
Lucas house are being watered to save them. Water is also being
provided for birds and animals in four birdbaths and bowls.
There are a couple of vultures that enjoy the birdbaths for a
drink and also as a cooling footbath on a hot day. Deer and even
a fox have been seen taking a drink
of this much-appreciated water.
Birdseed has attracted many
feathered visitors and a few
squirrels as well.
In the middle of such heat and
drought, it can be astonishing to
see what can survive. On a recent
hike through Bright Leaf, the usual
deer tracks and coyote scat was
seen along with several species of
birds: a Red Bellied Woodpecker,
Goldfinches, Cardinals, a
Chickadee, several Carolina Wrens
with a Tufted Titmouse, a Red
Tailed Hawk and several Turkey
Vultures flew overhead. A tree
lizard ran off under leaves and a
Banded Hairstreak butterfly was
on a White Mistflower by the dry
creek bed. Also at the creek was a
Blue Mistflower growing out of a
rocky seep where a small amount
of moisture was coming out of the
Nearly dry pool at creek crossing by the
limestone.
parking lot. Looking up from the pool area.
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Now that Dry Creek has lived up to its name by being really
dry, all of us (humans, plants, and animals alike) are ready for
the much-needed rain to turn Dry Creek into a peaceful, flowing
Hill Country creek once again.

Creek with no water flow, summer 2011.

Even the Turkey Vultures appreciate the water in the
birdbaths at the Lucas house.

A tiny frog lives in moisture still in an area of the creek.
Friends of Bright Leaf
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A Pink Bouquet
Bill Dodd

There haven’t been many plants in bloom at
Bright Leaf this summer due to our record
drought. But on the June
hikes, the visitors that
braved the heat were
treated to one of my favorite
heat-of-the-summer sights
in Central Texas—bright
pink bouquets on the rocky
open limestone slopes.
Mountain Pink (Centaurium
beyrichii) forms this bouquet
of bright pink flowers,
blooming from May
through August. It always
looks out-of-place to me.
How can such a bright,
beautiful bunch of flowers
grow out of the stark, dry
caliche slopes, baking all
day in the hot summer sun?
However it does it, it is
obviously well adapted to
this environment and I am
glad for it.
6

Another common name for Mountain Pink is
quinine-weed. I was not able to find any

references that indicated that it contains any
quinine, but apparently it was used as a
medicinal plant by the
pioneers. The flowers were
dried and used to reduce
fevers. It is also suspected of
being toxic to livestock,
though the poisonous agent
is not known. The species, C.
beyrichii, was named for
Heinrich Karl Beyrich, a
German botanist. In 1934 he
was on an expedition
through North America
when he became ill and died
at Fort Gibson, Oklahoma.
On a more upbeat note,
Mountain Pink attracts
butterflies and other
nectaring insects. Its beauty
and hardy nature makes it a
great choice in a xeric rock
garden.

Friends of Bright Leaf
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Christine Powell, images by Ross Bee.

H

T

L

E

A

F

Bright Leaf is home to many creatures and those
creatures are very dependent on their environment for
their survival. Friend of Bright Leaf docent, Ross Bee took
these wonderful images when he came across this rattle
snake enjoying his lunch. Sadly, what appears to be a
Texas Spiny lizard was that day’s lunch but the incident
does show us how all the life in the preserve is so
interconnected that each animal has its place. Elsewhere
in this issue you will see a picture of a Red-tailed hawk
who may easily be this snakes downfall at some point in
the future. In turn, rattlesnakes keep down the
population of mice, rats and other small creatures,
playing an important ecological role by limiting the size
of the rodent population. Take away this predator and
the delicate balance is broken and the stable ecosystem is
destroyed.
Rattlesnakes are actually very shy creatures and tend to
avoid developed areas — they much prefer undisturbed
natural habitats. They avoid humans if they can and very
rarely bite unless they feel threatened or provoked. If you
do see a rattlesnake, don’t approach it and if it is on the
trail sunning itself then give it room to retreat.
Remember, if you do see one, then enjoy the view from a
safe distance and think yourself lucky that you are in a
place that has a good, healthy ecosystem where harmony
rules.

Friends of Bright Leaf
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What is that?
Patricia McGee

Answer: A walk through Bright Leaf
always brings fascinating discoveries and
one truly remarkable plant is commonly
referred to as star moss. Tortula ruralis (a
bryophyte or non-vascular plant) grows
in several locations on the property,
typically in those areas where water is
most likely to seep from underground.

Geological History
The fossil record of moss is
sparse, due to their soft-walled
and fragile nature. Unambiguous
moss fossils have been recovered
from as early as the Permian of
Antarctica and Russia, and a case

8

Look closely and you can see the tiny
‘stars’ that form the capsule or
reproductive part of the moss. Star moss
is particularly important during our longterm drought because it is able to remain
dormant through prolonged periods of
dry weather (see below). Yet a few drops
of water can quickly turn it from a dry

and brown appearance into a soft and
vibrant carpet of green. Because of its
ability to withstand changes in the
environment and to hold soil in place, it
is being studied for erosion control as we
learn more about the genetic makeup that
allows this rugged moss to quickly repair
itself.

is put forwards for
Carboniferous mosses. It has
further been claimed that tubelike fossils from the Silurian are
the macerated remains of moss
calyptræ. (Ed.)
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Calendar of Events

Hikes

Guided hikes 2011
Georgia Lucas's will specifies that all
hikes at Bright Leaf are guided hikes. The
Friends of Bright Leaf volunteers are
happy to provide guided hikes to the
public.

Free and open to the public.
Second Saturday & second Sunday of
each month at 9:00 am.
Hikes are approximately 4 miles long and
last up to 2 1/2 hours.
Meet at the parking lot off 2222 and Creek
Mountain Road. Dress for the weather
and bring a water bottle.
See Calendar page for dates and more
information.
For shorter hikes or hikes on other days,
please call the park at 459-7269.

Guided hikes are open to the public and
are on the second Saturday and second
Sunday of each month (except when
holidays conflict).
All hikes start at 9:00 am.
Hikes are usually 4 miles long and last
about 2 hours. Wear sturdy shoes and
bring your own water. Please arrive on
time – there is only one hike per day. We
are happy to arrange other hikes for any
type or size of group. Call 459-7269.
!
!
!
!
Oct. ! Sat. 8 ! !
!
Sun. 9! !
Dec.!
!

Nov.!
!

Special Events

RULES to remember:
·All hikes are guided hikes
·No dogs allowed
·No bikes
·No fishing
·No camping
·These rules protect the fragile nature of
Bright Leaf. Thank you for respecting
them.

Fall Open House:
October 15, 2011 — 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Donor & Volunteer Party
TBA

Workdays
TBA

Docent Training Class:
Saturday October 8th.
Please call 459-7269 for meeting place
location and more information.
Work for volunteers may be available on
other dates, contact the site manager.

Sat. 12
Sun. 13

Sat. 10
Sun. 11

Caps $20

Patches $5

T-Shirts $15

To order, contact Sally Scott at 453-2289

Friends of Bright Leaf

October Event—Open House
Saturday, October 24th, 9:00am—1:00pm

Interpretive Hikes are scheduled for the second Sat-9
urday and second Sunday of every month. Meet at
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Thanks to all who help make this
possible...

Photo Credits

Special Thanks To

Friends of Bright Leaf

All images property of Bright Leaf unless
otherwise stated and taken by Nancy Woolley
and BL Volunteers. Bill Dodd, page 6. Ross
Bee, page 7. Wikipedia, page 8 top and
©Michael Lüth., bottom.

• The docents who lead our hikes every
month.

2009-2010 Board of Directors

• Contributors to Friends of Bright Leaf

Bill Dodd, President
Phillip Russell, Secretary
Patricia McGee
Christine Powell

How You Can Help?
We always need your help and there
are many ways you can do this
Some of us want to help but don’t always
know how — if you are one of these
people then let us help to discover your
inner volunteer. We need people to help
in every aspect, from leading hikes to
education, from planning events to
teaching children the importance of
nature, from bookkeeping to brochures
and that is just a start. So just contact us
and we will sign you up!
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Katherine Smith

Director/Lead Ranger
John Mahan

Newsletter Editor
Christine Powell

Program Director
Nancy Woolley

Check out our web site:

“www.brightleaf.org”

Friends of Bright Leaf
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Get Involved
FRIENDS OF BRIGHT LEAF
A 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation
P.O. Box 27921
Austin, Texas 78755-7921
From time to time a docent training class is offered for people interested in volunteering at Bright Leaf.
Call 459-7269 for more information and to reserve a place in the class.
Other volunteer opportunities for individuals or groups may also be available during the year.

Donations to
Bright Leaf Preserve
Donations provide funds to help preserve, maintain, and improve this natural treasure. Please help us assure
that Georgia Lucas’ dream will last many lifetimes.

Suggested donations:
Individual $25 __ ! !

Family $35 __ !

!

!

Supporter $50 __ !

!

!

Sponsor $100 __

Other $ __________

Please make checks payable to “Friends of Bright Leaf”
Check #

NAME(S): _____________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________
CITY: ___________________________ STATE: _______________ ZIP: __________________
PHONE: ______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL: ______________________________________________________________________
SIGNATURE:__________________________________________________________________
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BEING A DOCENT?__________________________________

The Friends of Bright Leaf will NOT sell or loan membership information with any other entity.

Mail to:
Friends of Bright Leaf
P.O. Box 27921
Austin TX 78755-7921

Friends of Bright Leaf
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