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The Mission of the Friends of Bright Leaf is to conserve and enhance
Bright Leaf and promote the public’s enjoyment, understanding, and
appreciation of this urban jewel.
An Occasional Newsletter

Winter 2012
Docent Traing
Come and share your
love of Bright Leaf by
becoming a docent
Page 3

Spring is Coming
After a very mild
winter, spring is on its
way
Page 2

Invasives
Invasive plants are
regularly removed from
Bright Leaf

Oak Wilt
A clear and present
danger
Page 9
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Love of Nature
Never too young to lean
Page 5

What is that?
Find out about
something unusual
Page 10

Come, Join Us to See Spring at
Bright Leaf
Bright Leaf is on the verge to burst out into Spring. The
recent rains have brought forth a bevy of wildflower
rosettes and the trees are in bud. Spring is close and we
want to share it with you all, so come on down…

Mexican Buckeye, Ungnadia speciosa

Guided hikes are open to the public and are on the second
Saturday and second Sunday of each month… but perhaps
that is not convenient to you? If not, we are happy to arrange
other hikes for any type or size of group. Just call 459-7269.
So come and shake off the winter blues and enjoy a hike.
Agarita, Mahonia trifoliolata
Friends of Bright Leaf
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Spring really is coming
and it will be glorious...
Letter from the President
Since the last newsletter in September 2011
we have finally gotten some rain - nearly 11
inches near my house in the Bull Creek
watershed. Not enough to lift us from the
drought, but a welcome relief to the plants
and animals of our cities and preserves,
including Bright Leaf. Though it is only
January as I write this, spring in central
Texas will be here before you know it. I for
one am looking forward to the first signs of
spring at Bright Leaf.
The Wind-flower, Anemone berlandieri,
with its white to lavender flowers is often
seen blooming as early as February. Golden
Groundsel, Packera obovata, often shows
its yellow flowers before the first of March.
Early blooming shrubs and trees include
Agarita, Mahonia trifoliolata, with its
yellow flowers as well as Mexican Buckeye,
Ungnadia speciosa, and Texas Redbud,
Cercis canadensis var. texensis, both of
which sport bright pink flowers. I have high
hopes of seeing at least some of these in
bloom on the February hikes. And I
guarantee they’ll be blooming by early
March. And of course early March marks
the arrival of one of our most cherished
heralds of spring in central Texas, the
Golden-cheeked Warbler!

Dear Friends of Bright Leaf,
Happy New Year! We are welcoming in this year of the water dragon with much needed
rain. We have seen some regrowth on some trees and plants we thought had succumbed to
the summer’s drought. We have observed signs of a good wildflower year to come.
Our annual winter party in December was a rousing success. Many of our volunteers
turned out to celebrate our work at
Bright Leaf. I want to thank
everyone who came out and
helped and I want to especially
thank Nancy Woolley for the
generous use of her lovely home.
During 2011 we had nearly
2,000 visitors and even in winter
the hikes continued. We had hikes
As usual, I want to say thanks to all the
on Christmas Eve and New
volunteers and docents that have continued Year’s Eve days. Groups
to help Bright Leaf by leading hikes, doing
including Austin Youth River
patrols, etc. Please plan to come out and
Watch, Austin Over 40 Meet Up,
join us for guided hikes this spring and see
and Camp Fire kids were among
if the rains this fall have rejuvenated our
the many groups visiting the
wildflowers!
preserve.
We look forward to spring
Bill Dodd
with hikes already scheduled for
The Wind-flower, Anemone berlandieri, with its
our Open House, Wooten
white to lavender flowers is often seen
Elementary, Austin Community
blooming as early as February (above)
College and many others. Come
join us for a hike here at Bright
Golden Groundsel, Packera obovata, often shows
Leaf Preserve.
its yellow flowers before the first of March
John Mahan
(below)
Director & Lead Ranger
Look for more of Bill’s early bloomers
Bright Leaf Preserve
throughout this issue.
Friends of Bright Leaf
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Bright Leaf Docent Training Class
Nancy Woolley

Master Naturalist, Patricia McGee, leads a hike at Bright Leaf

There will be a docent training class
held at Bright Leaf Preserve on
Saturday, February 11, 2012. Bright
Leaf Preserve had nearly 2,000 visitors
last year and all were led by trained
docents. More hike leaders are needed!
Being a docent is a fun way to get
outdoors and meet a lot of the nice
people who visit this 216 acre preserve
that is within the city limits of Austin.
The training is a one day class that
covers the history of the preserve and
Georgia Lucas, some of the issues that
affect the preserve, a quick overview of
the flora, fauna, and geology, and how
to lead a safe hike. The volunteer
docents are encouraged to return on
other days to hike with experienced
guides to help learn the trails and
topics discussed. Other volunteer work
is also available, such as invasive plant
removal and trail work.
Friends of Bright Leaf

January frost
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Boy Scouts are only one of many groups that hike at
Bright Leaf Preserve

Find out more about Bright Leaf
Preserve at www.BrightLeaf.org. If
interested, please contact Bright Leaf by
leaving a phone message at 512-459-7269
or emailing
FriendsOfBrightLeaf@gmail.com. If you
are a Master Naturalist, training and
volunteering counts toward your CAMN
hours.

Recent hikers appreciate Dry Creek
Friends of Bright Leaf
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Learn to love nature
at Bright Leaf

“Joy in looking and comprehending is nature's
most beautiful gift.”
Albert Einstein (1879-1955)

Friends of Bright Leaf
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Texas Invasive Plant and Pest
Conference 2011
Nov. 8-10, 2011 at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
Nancy Woolley

In November, 2011, the Texas Invasive Plant
and Pest Council held its 4th annual
conference at the Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center here in Austin, Texas.
Experts from around the state and beyond
discussed invasive plants, their ecological
impacts, the fight to control them, scientific
studies, legislation, youth and volunteer
involvement, and even the use of humor
and iPhone apps to combat them. In the
introductory talk, it was pointed out that the
two main threats to native diversity are (1)
habitat loss and (2) invasive species.
The first presentation discussed early
detection and rapid response and the use of
maps and apps. Early detection is the most
cost effective when fighting invasive species
but first there is a need to know accurate
information. With accurate information an
epicenter of invasion can be determined and
Friends of Bright Leaf

efforts can be focused on the leading edges
and any outlying populations. Current
maps may show gaps in areas where it is
impossible to know whether there are no
target plants found or there is just no
information available. One way to correct
this is to aggregate data from many sources
around the country. This is what the
EDDMapS.com website does and soon,
possibly at the beginning of 2012, there will
be a smart phone app for Texas specific
information. www.EDDMapS.org
Many papers were presented during the
three day conference. Some of the topics
covered are mentioned below. For a full list
and abstracts submitted, visit:
www.texasinvasives.org/professionals/
conference11.php
• Chinese Tallow Tree mulching and stump
treatment at Sheldon State Park.

• Use of Chinese Tallow stands by migrant
birds.
• Stump control with MAT28, Garlon, and
Stalker on various trees and shrubs.
• Tamarisk (Salt Cedar) beetle as a
biocontrol - update.
• Giant Salvinia and the use of the Salvinia
weevil in East Texas.
• Eurasian Collared Dove and parasitic
disease.
• Endangered Gambusia (Mosquitofish)
and non native Gambusia at Balmorhea
State Park.
• Spread of the Soapberry Borer in the
Western Soapberry tree in Texas.
• Giant Salvinia invasion, control efforts,
and public education at Caddo Lake.
• ED = Early Detection of invasive species
and why it is important.
• Non-native invasive species – beginners
guide to how to respond.
6
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• Predictive modeling to determine likely
locations of species.
• TexasInvasives.org website overview.
• Zebra mussels and the TPWD Hello/
Goodbye campaign. See
www.texasinvasives.org
• Salt Cedar studies done by high school
studients from Galveston.
• Educating youth with humor –
www.commanderben.com.
The Texas Forest Service warned that Cogon
Grass may come to Texas with hay brought
in from out of state to feed livestock during
the drought.
Of special interest locally was the
presentation of the Austin Invasive Species
Management Plan. The city council of
Austin, using the federal definition of
invasive species ( Executive order 1312) has
arrived at several 5 year goals in a
management plan that is only the 2nd of its
kind in the nation (after Portland).
5 year goals:
• Collect data
• 25% of all city lands are managed for
invasive species
• Include currently $2,000,000 a year is
spent plus volunteers’ work and that will
increase to $2,400,000 under this plan.
There are 2 full time employees working
on the problem.
• The worst invasives in Austin are Giant
Cane (Arundo donax) and Ligustrum
(Ligustrum sp.).
• http://www.wildflower.org/docs/coa
In 2009, the legislature directed TPWD to
develop a ‘white list’ of approved aquatic
plants. All other species would be
prohibited until proven safe. In 2011 the
legislature told TPWD to discontinue the
white list and return to a Prohibited Plant
List. Also, they were directed not to
consider algae (which may be a potential
biofuel). Aquatic plants on this ‘black list’
carry a misdemeanor penalty for
possession. The USDA Federal Noxious
Weed List trumps any state list. Permits are
required to import or transport across state
lines any plants on this list.

Invasive Ligustrum is probably Austin’s most serious invasive problem. A very popular landscaping
plant in the past, it should be replaced by with a native shrub if at all possible. Alternatives that could be
used are Morella cerifera (wax myrtle), Ilex vomitoria (yaupon), Prunus caroliniana (Carolina laurelcherry),
Rhus virens (evergreen sumac), Leucophyllum frutescens (Texas barometer bush), or Malpighia glabra (wild
crapemyrtle).

Sec. 71.154. DISCLAIMER REQUIRED. (a)
A public entity, other than the department,
that produces for public distribution to
commercial or residential landscapers a list
of noxious or invasive terrestrial plant
species that includes a species growing in
this state shall provide with the list a
disclaimer that states:

THIS PLANT LIST IS ONLY A
RECOMMENDATION AND HAS NO
LEGAL EFFECT IN THE STATE OF
TEXAS. IT IS LAWFUL TO SELL,
DISTRIBUTE, IMPORT, OR POSSESS
A PLANT ON THIS LIST UNLESS THE
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE LABELS THE PLANT
AS NOXIOUS OR INVASIVE ON THE
DEPARTMENT’S PLANT LIST.

(b) A public entity, other than the
department, that produces a list of noxious
or invasive terrestrial plant species in
printed material made for public
distribution to commercial or residential
landscapers, including a newspaper, trade
Section 71.254 of the Texas Agricultural Code, publication, notice, circular, or Internet
website, shall post the disclaimer required
as written by the nursery industry, says:
Friends of Bright Leaf

by Subsection (a) in at least 12-point type in
a conspicuous location readily visible by
persons viewing the list.”
TIPPC will use a protocol adapted from
California for “weed risk assessment” to
measure (1) ecological impact, (2) invasive
potential, and (3) ecological distribution.
Also to be measured are the economic costs.
A test case will be made with the Japanese
Climbing Fern. This plant is invasive in
East Texas and the Texas Forest Service can
provide the amounts it is spending to fight
this plant that is a “fire ladder”. The plant is
not grown commercially for landscaping,
so there should be no pressure against
listing it from the nursery/landscaping
industry. As soon as all the numbers are
gathered this candidate will be submitted
to the Texas Department of Agriculture.
Hopefully this will be the first of many
invasives added to the original list.
In the meantime, keep pulling those weeds!
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Invasive Photinia can look lovely but really has no place
in the Texas landscape. Good alternatives are Rhus virens
(evergreen sumac) and Ilex vomitoria (yaupon). Photinia
are also now under attack from a devastating fungal
disease which is another reason not to plant them.

There is no denying that the invasive Nandina on
paper looks like the perfect plant, but don’t be
deceived, it really is a very bad plant. This small
bush is quickly spread by the birds into our wild
areas where it out competes our native plants. Some
excellent alternatives are Leucophyllum frutescens
(Texas barometer bush), Malpighia glabra (wild
crapemyrtle), Salvia greggii (autumn sage), or
Plumbago scandens (doctorbush).
Friends of Bright Leaf
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A Clear and Present Danger
Christine Powell and Dale Rye

All of us who are concerned with the health of
the Central Texas ecosystem, and particularly Bright
Leaf Preserve and its surrounding neighborhoods,
should be aware of the threat of oak wilt disease.
Oak wilt is caused by the fungus Ceratocystis
fagacearum, which invades the xylem of the vascular
system in the outer growth ring of the tree. The
efforts of the tree’s defense mechanisms to contain
the infection eventually cut off its circulation. Red
oaks and live oaks die quickly, while white oaks are
not as affected. While the recent drought has made
it harder to identify trees affected with oak wilt, it
has not affected the spread of the disease. Even
healthy trees can get oak wilt; they do not have to be
weak or sick to become infected. If you suspect oak
wilt is present, your County Agent for the AgriLife
Extension Service can quickly get you in touch with
a certified Oak Wilt Specialist to provide advice.
Oak wilt spreads through two mechanisms. The
first is from tree to tree through the interconnected
root systems. Live oaks, in particular, often grow in
motts of closely packed trees with the roots grafted
to one another. If the fungus affects one of the trees,
it will probably affect all of them. Even when the
trees are less densely situated, live oaks that are
over a hundred feet apart can still be interconnected.
This pattern makes it hard to control the spread of
the disease once it gets established in a
neighborhood. Trenching around the disease center
deep enough to sever all the connections is very
expensive, and is ineffective about 22% of the time.

Chemical treatments for oak wilt exist, but they are
also very expensive and do not keep the treated tree
from passing the fungus along to others. Clearly, the
best approach is to keep oak wilt out of the
neighborhood entirely.
That is where the other transmission mechanism
becomes critical. The primary vector for the spread
of oak wilt in red oaks, and an important one for
live oaks, is the family of beetles known as the
nitidulids. These sap-sucking insects are attracted
by seeping wounds, and particularly by the sweet
smell of the fungal mats that can form on affected
red oaks and even on their cut wood. The beetle
picks up the fungus and can transmit it to open
wounds on other red oaks to repeat the cycle. Live
oaks do not form fungal mats, but they can—and do
—catch the disease from the beetles through open
wounds and then spread it through their root
systems. So, the best thing that landowners can do
to protect against the spread of oak wilt to their
trees or to adjacent areas (including Bright Leaf) is
to avoid or treat open wounds that might attract the
beetles.
Unless it is essential for safety reasons, avoid
pruning or trimming oaks when sap is flowing and
the beetles are active. The “oak wilt season” begins
in February and continues until the end of June, but
precautions are necessary at all times. Always paint
fresh cuts or wounds on oak trees immediately.
Nitidulid beetles have been known to show up
within 15 minutes of a cut being made. Although

there are special pruning sealants, actually any latex
paint will do. Contaminated tree trimming tools can
also spread the fungus, so disinfect them between
cuts for each tree with Lysol spray or 70% alcohol
(bleach can be corrosive to metal). Just because you
hire a professional tree service—even a certified
arborist—it doesn’t mean they understand how
important these precautions are or that they will
actually do them. It is up to you to ensure your trees
are properly trimmed and painted.
If a red oak has died from oak wilt, remove it as
quickly as possible. Standing or cut wood can form
a fungal mat, so it is safer not to keep it for
firewood, even if tightly sealed in plastic. Burning,
burial, or shredding on the spot can keep beetles
from spreading the disease. This is not a risk with
killed live oaks. You may wish to replace dead trees
with white oaks or other native species that are not
susceptible to oak wilt. This should also be a
consideration when making initial landscaping
decisions at a new home or business. Unfortunately,
even with all these precautions oak wilt will remain
a clear and present danger to the Central Texas
ecosystem, including Bright Leaf, but concerned
citizens can play a major role in slowing its spread
to manageable proportions.

Leaves on diseased live oaks often develop chlorotic
(yellow) veins that eventually turn necrotic (brown), a
symptom called veinal necrosis. Defoliation may be
rapid.

Live oaks tend to grow in large, dense groups (called
motts) with interconnected roots. The fungus may be
transmitted from one tree to another through these root
connections.

Nitidulid beetles feeding on fungal mat. The fungus
possibly may be transmitted by these small beetles as they
emerge from mats and visit fresh wounds on healthy
trees, both red oaks and live oaks.

Nullam arcu leo, facilisis ut

Go to http://www.texasoakwilt.org/ for more
information.
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Answer: Coyote scat! Brightleaf trails are full of residents that
we don’t always see when we walk through the preserve. One
resident – the coyote (Canis latrans) – leaves scat along the trails
as remains of nightly forays for food and interaction with other
animals. Scat varies in appearance based on an animal’s
digestive system and structure. One distinctive feature of
coyote scat is that it typically contains the fur of the animal is
has consumed. The image to the left clearly reveals the fur
processed through the digestive system. Notice in the lower
right hand corner there is some red-ish brown scat very
different in appearance. This scat is probably from a raccoon as
indicated by the seeds, lack of fur and shape of the scat.
Animals often defecate on or near the scat of a rival to designate
territory. Coyotes are careful as they devour their prey, as
indicated in the lower left image. They eat everything but the
tail, bowel, and spine of an animal, focusing on the most
nutritious body parts. Coyotes will eat non-living substances
too, as indicated in the lower right image where the scat is
brightly colored by a piece of trash. This is a good reason to
leave no trace behind as you hike in nature; there is no telling
where your trash will end up!

Friends of Bright Leaf
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Calendar of Events

Hikes

Guided hikes 2011
Georgia Lucas's will specifies that all
hikes at Bright Leaf are guided hikes. The
Friends of Bright Leaf volunteers are
happy to provide guided hikes to the
public.

Free and open to the public.
Second Saturday & second Sunday of
each month at 9:00 am.
Hikes are approximately 4 miles long and
last up to 2 1/2 hours.
Meet at the parking lot off 2222 and Creek
Mountain Road. Dress for the weather
and bring a water bottle.
See Calendar page for dates and more
information.
For shorter hikes or hikes on other days,
please call the park at 459-7269.

Guided hikes are open to the public and
are on the second Saturday and second
Sunday of each month (except when
holidays conflict).
All hikes start at 9:00 am.
Hikes are usually 4 miles long and last
about 2 hours. Wear sturdy shoes and
bring your own water. Please arrive on
time – there is only one hike per day. We
are happy to arrange other hikes for any
type or size of group. Call 459-7269.
"
"
2012
Feb." Sat. 11" "
Aug. " Sat. 11
"
Sun. 12" "
"
Sun. 12
Mar."
"

Sat. 10 "
Sun. 11" "

Sept. " Sat. 8
"
Sun. 9

Apr."
"

Sun. 8**"
Sat. 14**"

Oct. "
"

Sat. 13
Sun. 14

May "
"

Sat. 12" "
Sun. 13" "

Nov."
"

Sat. 10
Sun. 11

June"
"

Sat. 9" "
Sun. 10" "

Dec."
"

Sat. 8
Sun. 9

July"
"

Sun. 8**
Sat. 14**

NOTE: In April, and July 2012 the 2nd
Sunday comes the weekend before the
2nd Saturday.
Friends of Bright Leaf

Special Events

RULES to remember:
·All hikes are guided hikes
·No dogs allowed
·No bikes
·No fishing
·No camping
·These rules protect the fragile nature of
Bright Leaf. Thank you for respecting
them.

Caps $20

April: Spring Open House is April 21
from 9:00am until 1:00pm
October: Fall Open House Date to be
determined, 2012
Donor & Volunteer Party
TBA

Workdays
TBA

Docent Training Class:
Saturday February 11th.
Please call 459-7269 for meeting place
location and more information.
Work for volunteers may be available on
other dates, contact the site manager.

Patches $5

T-Shirts $15

To order, contact Sally Scott at 453-2289

October Event—Open House
Saturday, October 24th, 9:00am—1:00pm

Interpretive Hikes are scheduled for the second Sat11
urday and second Sunday of every month. Meet at
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Thanks to all who help make this
possible...

Photo Credits

Special Thanks To

Friends of Bright Leaf

All images property of Bright Leaf unless
otherwise stated and taken by Nancy Woolley
and BL Volunteers. Bill Dodd, page 1,2.
http://www.texasoakwilt.org/, page 9.
Patricia McGee, page 10.

• The docents who lead our hikes every
month.

20011-2012 Board of Directors

• Contributors to Friends of Bright Leaf

Bill Dodd, President
Phillip Russell, Secretary
Patricia McGee
Christine Powell

How You Can Help?
We always need your help and there
are many ways you can do this
Some of us want to help but don’t always
know how — if you are one of these
people then let us help to discover your
inner volunteer. We need people to help
in every aspect, from leading hikes to
education, from planning events to
teaching children the importance of
nature, from bookkeeping to brochures
and that is just a start. So just contact us
and we will sign you up!

Friends of Bright Leaf

Katherine Smith

Director/Lead Ranger
John Mahan

Newsletter Editor
Christine Powell

Program Director
Nancy Woolley

Check out our web site:

“www.brightleaf.org”
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Get Involved
FRIENDS OF BRIGHT LEAF
A 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation
P.O. Box 27921
Austin, Texas 78755-7921
From time to time a docent training class is offered for people interested in volunteering at Bright Leaf.
Call 459-7269 for more information and to reserve a place in the class.
Other volunteer opportunities for individuals or groups may also be available during the year.

Donations to
Bright Leaf Preserve
Donations provide funds to help preserve, maintain, and improve this natural treasure. Please help us assure
that Georgia Lucas’ dream will last many lifetimes.

Suggested donations:
Individual $25 __ " "

Family $35 __ "

"

"

Supporter $50 __ "

"

"

Sponsor $100 __

Other $ __________

Please make checks payable to “Friends of Bright Leaf”
Check #

NAME(S): _____________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________
CITY: ___________________________ STATE: _______________ ZIP: __________________
PHONE: ______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL: ______________________________________________________________________
SIGNATURE:__________________________________________________________________
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BEING A DOCENT?__________________________________

The Friends of Bright Leaf will NOT sell or loan membership information with any other entity.

Mail to:
Friends of Bright Leaf
P.O. Box 27921
Austin TX 78755-7921

Friends of Bright Leaf
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