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The Mission of the Friends of Bright Leaf is to conserve and enhance
Bright Leaf and promote the public’s enjoyment, understanding, and
appreciation of this urban jewel.
An Occasional Newsletter

Summer 2012
What’s Going On?
So many visitors,
hikers, and workers
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New Arrivals

A Day in the Woods

The Babies are here!
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Glorious Summer
Wildflowers are ablaze
along the trails
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Find out about
something unusual
Page 12

Come, join us and find something
special at Bright Leaf
I think we are all agreed that there are some very special things
about Bright Leaf and not least of them are the rare and
unusual plants that can often be found along the trails. Plateau
Milkvine (Matelea edwardsensis) is an Edward’s Plateau endemic

Plateau Milkvine (Matelea edwardsensis)

Pearl Milkweed (Matelea reticulata)
Friends of Bright Leaf

with a bell-shaped green flower. Pearl Milkweed (Matelea
reticulata) is more common and wider ranging with green
flowers that form a flat surface with a raised silver or pearllike dot in the center. These two species are hard to tell apart
just by the foliage. But when in bloom they are easy to
distinguish. Why don’t you come out for a hike and see what
you can find!
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A beautiful Spring leads
to a glorious summer...
Letter from the President
Our relatively wet winter transitioned to
a relatively wet spring. And this has
provided us with a wonderful palette of
spring wildflowers in the preserve and
elsewhere around central Texas. It has been
very satisfying to see many “old friends”
blooming this spring that we did not see (or
did not see enough of) during the drought
last year.
An icon of spring in our oak-juniper
woodlands of central Texas, Cedar Sage
(Salvia roemeriana), with its scarlet red
flowers, made a nice showing this year. This
has been a banner year for the brilliant blue
Widow’s Tears (Commelina erecta)
pictured above right. Both of these plants
thrive in the shady canopy of Bright Leaf.
Equally impressive this year were the Blue
Curls (Phacelia congesta), which put on
quite a show in April along parts of trail 4.
The Austin Chapter of the Native Plant
Society of Texas (NPSOT) had a field trip to
Bright Leaf in April. With all the botanically
trained eyes on the trails that day, some
interesting finds were bound to be made.
One I was particularly glad to see was
Plateau Milkvine (Matelea edwardsensis).
Unlike the more common and wider ranging
Pearl Milkweed (Matelea reticulata),
Plateau Milkvine is an Edward’s Plateau
endemic. These two species are hard to tell
apart just by the foliage. But when in bloom
they are easy to distinguish. The green
flowers of the Pearl Milkweed form a flat
surface with a raised silver or pearl-like dot
in the center. The Plateau Milkvine has a
bell-shaped green flower and lacks a silver
dot.
On the June hikes we started seeing
summer flowers like Mountain Pink
(Centaurium beyrichii), Western Ironweed
(Vernonia baldwinii) and Woolly Ironweed
(Vernonia lindheimeri) pictured below
right. Even though the weather is heating up
as we move into summer, there is still a lot to
see and enjoy on the trails. So please come on
out and join us for a hike!
Bill Dodd
Friends of Bright Leaf

Dear Friends of Bright Leaf,
What a contrast this year is to last. With the mild winter and rains that lasted at least
through the spring, this year’s wildflowers have been outstanding. An abundance of
butterflies this spring added to the
springtime beauty that our many
visitors enjoyed. Dry Creek again
flows with water from the much
appreciated rains. Thanks to
Austin Youth River Watch for
their monthly testing of the water
quality.
Ongoing invasive plant
removal helps to enhance the
preserve’s habitat and beauty and
it also reduces risk. Thanks to
groups such as Eco-Texas, Austin
Community College, and the
Friends of Bright Leaf for assisting
us with this work.
There has also been work done
on the Georgia Lucas house this
spring. The north wall, which was
in the worst condition, has been
repaired and repainted. Other
smaller areas have also been
worked on and further work will
continue in the fall when the
summer heat abates.
John Mahan
Director & Lead Ranger
Bright Leaf Preserve
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What’s Going on at Bright Leaf?
Nancy Woolley

ACC Workday at Bright Leaf

It’s June 2012 and so far this year at
Bright Leaf there have been over 1,000
visitors to the preserve. Last year there
were over 2,000 in all and we anticipate
a similar number at the end of 2012. So,
what accounts for these numbers?

Covenant Preschool hike

Each month on the second Saturday
and the second Sunday there are hikes
at 9:00am for anyone who is interested
(for shorter hikes or group hikes, call
first). Usually about ten people show
up for each of these hikes. That’s a lot
of people during the year, but most of
the visitors to Bright Leaf come in with
groups who have called or emailed to
arrange a hike. Lifetime Learning is a
group that visits monthly and even has
several members trained as Bright Leaf
docents. The Sierra Club also has
members trained as docents and offers
hikes several times a year to club
members. Several different online
Friends of Bright Leaf
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Cub Scout pack

Meet-Up groups, varying from hiking and walking groups to a ‘creative in
nature’ group have hiked the trails. There have also been hikes requested
by people who are not affiliated with a formal group but who have friends
and or relatives who would like to see the area.
Various schools and other groups of young people enjoy the preserve.
Covenant Preschool brought their kids out for a short thirty minute hike.
This was the third year they have visited Bright Leaf. Wooten Elementary
School, in another return visit, arrived in two school buses, went for a
hike, and even got to see a baby owl (right) perched in a tree near the trail
head. Their transportation cost was covered by the Friends of Bright Leaf.
Cub Scout packs ranging in size from four scouts to thirty-three have
walked the trails this year. Austin Youth River Watch is a group made up
of high school students who come out monthly to test the water quality of
Dry Creek. Eco-Texas is another high school group who come to the
preserve. They work with Director John Mahan on a wildfire risk
mitigation project on the southern end of the trail. Austin Community
College native plants class professor John Senter brings his students out
each semester to learn to identify plants and then offers extra credit for
any students participating in an invasive plant/wildfire risk mitigation
project. Everyone wins!
Friends of Bright Leaf
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Cub scouts on the bridge

Bright Leaf Preserve also has ongoing
surveys and monitoring of endangered
and rare plants and animals. Also
ongoing are patrol hikes by some of our
dedicated docents who monitor the
trails for trespassing or any conditions
that might need repair or attention.
Bright Leaf is a nature preserve first and
foremost. Georgia Lucas appreciated
nature and protected it at Bright Leaf by
limiting hikes to guided hikes only.
Even with this restriction, thousands of
people have enjoyed this area of Austin
that she loved. Come join with the
people who have visited Bright Leaf
this year and hike this urban natural
treasure. Call or email to request a hike
or check the monthly hike dates at the
website: www.BrightLeaf.org.
John Mahan, Director & Lead Ranger of Bright Leaf Preserve with still more brush removal
Friends of Bright Leaf
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It is with help from so many groups that so
much gets done in Bright Leaf. For example,
the Austin Youth River Watch is a multi-year,
after-school and summer program for high
school students, combining peer mentoring
with intensive environmental education.
The students collect, analyze, and publish
water-quality data from Austin-area streams
and rivers. They then report their data to local
and statewide agencies.
Guided by a volunteer Board of community
leaders, the mission of Austin Youth River
Watch is to advance personal and academic
achievement through environmental
monitoring, education, and adventure. They
are certainly doing a great job at Bright Leaf.

Several Friends of Bright Leaf and Austin
Community College native plants class
students got together to remove invasive
species from the preserve. Professor John
Senter brings his students out each semester to
learn to identify plants and then offers extra
credit for any students participating in an
invasive plant/fire mitigation workday.
Everyone wins!

Friends of Bright Leaf

Austin Youth River Watch during a
monthly water quality of Dry Creek
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A Day in Texas Woods
Chuck Sexton

Austin is blessed with many
published accounts of the historical bird
life in our city. One of the earliest of these
is by a 15-year-old bird student, J. H.
Tallichet, who made a long hike through
central and west Austin in May 1892. He
published his observations the same year
in a note entitled “A Day in Texas
Woods.” Young Tallichet hiked from
downtown Austin, north through the U.T.
campus, out through the “thinly settled
suburbs”, and up to the edge of the “vast
prairie.” Turning west, he made his way
into the “cedar-clad, limestone hills”,
eventually reaching the mouth of Bull
Creek. As best as we can follow his path,

Tallichet probably entered the hills
through the pass which RM 2222 now
traverses. It is very likely he proceeded
down Dry Creek through a portion of
what is now Bright Leaf Preserve.
Tallichet found a Golden-cheeked
Warbler as he entered the hills west of
town, probably in the Dry Creek
watershed. It is a testament to the farsightedness of Georgia B. Lucas and so
many other conservation-minded
Austinites that Golden-cheeks still hang
on in some of the wooded canyon slopes
just west of the Balcones Fault. Blackcapped Vireos were “everywhere” in the

Biologists Joe Beach and Chuck Sexton (above) compare notes on the origin of a Goldencheeked Warbler song from a Bright Leaf hillside.
J. H. Tallichet, (above right) portrait from George F. Simmons Birds of the Austin Region (1925, Univ. of Texas Press).
Friends of Bright Leaf
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The modern Austin skyline from Mt. Bonnell: It’s hard to visualize what this might have looked like 120 years ago.
brush on Tallichet’s path through the
brushy hillsides, but such habitats have
now either disappeared under houses and
roads or matured into older woodlands.
The nearest nesting vireos are now found
no closer than the Lake Travis
area, the last ones being seen
in the vicinity of Bright Leaf in
the early 1980s.
On May 5, as the 120th
anniversary of his hike
approached, I re-created
Tallichet’s effort to gage how
changes in the Austin
landscape might be reflected
in its birdlife. On my modern
version of Tallichet’s hike, I
was joined at Bright Leaf by
biologist Joe Beach and Bright
Leaf Program Director Nancy
Woolley. I had spent the early
part of the day making my
way through urban and

suburban Austin, amazed--but not
surprised--at the tremendous changes in
the landscape and avian assemblages. As
Joe, Nancy, and I stepped onto the trails at
Bright Leaf, I could feel the tension of urban

life (and urban birdwatching) evaporating.
Our conversation slipped naturally into
topics of plant succession on the layer cake
limestone, punctuated by musings on what
the vegetation patterns at Bright Leaf might
teach us of the long-term land
use history and changes.
As a student of the impacts of
urbanization on natural
ecosystems, I realized that a
comparison of my day with
that of young Tallichet some
120 years earlier would be
worthy of molding into a bulky
textbook--or at least several
chapters--on human impacts on
the Texas landscape. At a
minimum, Bright Leaf helps to
put all of this vast, complex
topic into perspective--a living
laboratory to savor on a sunny
May afternoon.

Emblematic of change: The Tallichet home site at 1200 Trinity is now
a parking garage for the Texas Capitol.

A gallery of urban birds and habitats unknown in Austin in Tallichet’s era. Blue Jay on a San Augustine lawn, Great-tailed Grackles at a
food court, White-winged Dove on a patio deck.
Friends of Bright Leaf
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Tallichet almost certainly made his
way down Dry Creek as he traipsed
through the hills.

In Memory
A long time neighbor and friend of Bright Leaf, Janie Patterson, passed away on March 20 this
year. She often attended open house events and loved to see what was going on at the
preserve. Mrs. Paterson also greatly enjoyed reading the Bright Leaf newsletter. She raised her
children with a love and appreciation of nature and the outdoors. Several of her children, who
are now grown themselves, came for a hike through the area they had enjoyed during their
youth in the 1950’s and 1960’s. They remembered seeing the cedar choppers that were in the
area at the time. The area was obviously important to them and their mother and they were
glad to know that it will continue to be preserved and appreciated as a natural area. Mrs.
Patterson’s family requests that memorial contributions be made to Highland Park Baptist
Church, where she was a Sunday school teacher, or to the Friends of Bright Leaf.
Friends of Bright Leaf
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Bumblebees Boost Bright Leaf
Bumblebee (left) and eastern carpenter bee (right). Note hairy abdomen of
former and shiny, smooth abdomen of latter.

Are you tired of sitting inside on these
summer days? Try going outside to smell
the flowers, and while you are there
make scientifically valuable observations
concerning one of the state’s most
important invertebrate groups. Native
bees contribute $3,000,000,000 annually to
the national economy. Much of this is
specifically attributable to bumblebees
(genus Bombus), our only native social
bees, which have coevolved with the
other New World flora and fauna. A
healthy population of these pollinators is
vital to every one of the native
ecosystems in Texas… including Bright
Leaf. Nevertheless, Texas bumblebees are

Friends of Bright Leaf

very poorly understood. The most
significant research was done a century
ago by Henry James Franklin, who
published his findings in 1913. Michael
Warriner, the Invertebrate Biologist for
the Wildlife Diversity Program within
TPWD, wants to change that. He has been
promoting his cause within the
department and on his website,
texasbumblebees.com. As he says, “There
is a real need to evaluate bumblebees in
the United States to assess how their
populations are faring and if conservation
actions are needed. We can begin to do
this in Texas by simply recording where
species are today and if they still occur in

the same places they did years ago.
Helping with this process can be as
simple as casually snapping images of
bumblebees on flowers, recording the
date and location, and posting them to the
Texas Bumblebees Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/texasbumblebees),
or as complex as conducting your own
bumblebee survey.”
The life cycle of bumblebees is quite
different from either our native solitary
bees or the Eurasian honeybee. Dormant
fertilized queens overwinter in burrows
before emerging in the spring to find an
appropriate nest site where they begin
raising the first of 200-300 workers who
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will constitute the colony. It is these workers that
provide the pollination services vital to places like
Bright Leaf. In late summer, the queen first lays
eggs that develop into males who leave the colony
to find their own breeding territories, and then eggs
that develop into the next generation of queens.
These will find an overwintering spot after they
have been fertilized, and then go dormant before
restarting the cycle. This is an annual cycle—
bumblebee colonies only last from spring to fall,
unlike honeybee societies of perhaps 20,000
individuals that can last for years. Like honeybees,
bumblebees deliberately collect pollen to feed their
young, which makes them much more effective
pollinators than insects that only transport pollen
accidentally while gathering nectar. Unlike
honeybees, they can “buzz pollinate” flowers that
require vigorous motion to release their pollen
grains. Tomatoes pollenated by bumblebees can be
up to 40% larger than those pollenated by
honeybees. Since the colonies are small, they can be
kept in a greenhouse or other setting where a
beehive would be unacceptable.
Identifying bumblebees is a manageable task. While
there are 4000 species of American native bees, only
9 of these are bumblebees observed (so far) in Texas.
The texasbumblebees.com site has a simple guide to
identifying these, and for distinguishing them from
other large bees and unrelated insects with a similar
appearance. Collecting samples is the best way to
identify a species, but high-resolution images also
work. That is certainly easy enough for someone
who is hiking at Bright Leaf. Gathering data is not
just of academic value. These are very important
species in both ecological and economic terms, and
the genus Bombus is under attack from loss of
habitat. Preserves like Bright Leaf are doing their
part to resist that, but other threats include
introduced pathogens and competition with
honeybees. The European bees are invaluable to
agriculture, but for American native ecosystems they
are “feral hogs with wings,” that provide no unique
value and can promote exotic plants. For those
managing non-preserve properties like a household
garden, the best way to support our native social bees
is by providing them with plenty of native flowers to
feed themselves and their young. Indigo Spires—a
hybrid between the native Salvia farinaceae (Mealy
Blue Sage) and the Mexican S. longispicata—seem
particularly popular with Central Texas bumblebees.

Nine bumblebee species are currently known to occur in Texas (see Texas
Bumblebees). That is not an overwhelming number to familiarize yourself with.
Just think of all the species bird-watchers have to learn! With some patience and
study, you should be able to familiarize yourself with the bumblebees that occur
in the state.
Fortunately, when collecting nectar or pollen, bumblebees can be easily observed
(use binoculars if you want) and are relatively tolerant of humans. But
remember, bumblebees (at least females) can deliver a relatively painful sting.
Unlike the European honeybee, they can also sting multiple times. I have found
bumblebees that are away from their nests, foraging on flowers, to be very placid
and often oblivious to our presence (if left unmolested). A bumblebee trapped in a
butterfly net is a whole other matter. Never disturb a bumblebee colony if you
discover their nest. They will defend it.

Another way to support bumblebees is to contact Michael Warriner by email (Michael.Warriner@tpwd.state.tx.us) or on Facebook
(www.facebook.com/texasbumblebees) and volunteer to help collect data.
Friends of Bright Leaf
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Answer: [Bivalve-1] Do you see just another assortment of
rocks? Think again! Walking through Brightleaf (or much of
West Texas) we expect to see lots of rocks as we traverse
across undeveloped property. Those rocks are often
overlooked as a rich source of geologic and animal history as
they may really be fossils. The fossils depicted here are
bivalves that are most likely found in the Walnut Formation
that evolved when Central Texas was a part of a shallow sea
and the shoreline was rich with both plants and animals. The
Walnut Formation developed during the early Cretaceous
Period of the Mesozoic Era that began about 144 million
years ago when some dinosaurs still walked the earth.
Structurally, bivalves have two symmetrical shells that are
hinged with a ligament so that the shells may open and close
to facilitate movement, respiration, and eating. While oysters
and clams are still plentiful in Texas waters today, one
bivalve, the rudist, became extinct by the end of the
Cretaceous era. In Central Texas, most bivalves from the
mollusk phylum are either oysters or clams (illustrated in
this article). Clam fossils come in many shapes and sizes —
see below — illustrates their variety. A treasured bivalve is
Texas or Deer Hearts that, when viewed from their side,

remind us of a heart shape (below). So next time you kick or
walk over a stone, take another look and see if you can
imagine what critter it may really be!
For more information
Guidebook to the Geology of Travis County - http://

www.lib.utexas.edu/geo/ggtc/toc.html

Friends of Bright Leaf
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Calendar of Events

Hikes

Special Events

Guided hikes 2012
Georgia Lucas's will specifies that all
hikes at Bright Leaf are guided hikes. The
Friends of Bright Leaf volunteers are
happy to provide guided hikes to the
public.

Guided Hikes Only
Free and open to the public.
Second Saturday & second Sunday of
each month at 9:00 am.
Hikes are approximately 4 miles long and
last up to 2 1/2 hours.
Meet at the parking lot off 2222 and Creek
Mountain Road. Dress for the weather
and bring a water bottle.
See Calendar page for dates and more
information.
For shorter hikes or hikes on other days,
please call the park at 459-7269.

October: Fall Open House Saturday,
October 20, 2012 9:00am until 1:00pm

RULES to remember:
·All hikes are guided hikes
·No dogs allowed
·No bikes
·No fishing
·No camping
·These rules protect the fragile nature of
Bright Leaf. Thank you for respecting
them.

Please call 459-7269 for meeting place
location and more information.
Work for volunteers may be available on
other dates, contact the site manager.

Guided hikes are open to the public and
are on the second Saturday and second
Sunday of each month (except when
holidays conflict).
All hikes start at 9:00 am.
Hikes are usually 4 miles long and last
about 2 hours. Wear sturdy shoes and
bring your own water. Please arrive on
time – there is only one hike per day. We
are happy to arrange other hikes for any
type or size of group. Call 459-7269.
!
2012
July!
!

!
Sun. 8**!
Sat. 14**!

Oct. !
!

Sat. 13
Sun. 14

Aug. ! Sat. 11! !
!
Sun. 12 !

Nov.!
!

Sat. 10
Sun. 11

Sept. ! Sat. 8 ! !
!
Sun. 9! !

Dec.!
!

Sat. 8
Sun. 9

!
!

!

!
!

!

**NOTE: In July 2012 the 2nd Sunday
comes the weekend before the 2nd
Saturday.

Caps $20

Donor & Volunteer Party
TBA

Workdays
TBA

Docent Training Class:
TBA

Patches $5

T-Shirts $15

Contact
the Friends
ofSally
BrightScott
Leaf 512-459-7269
To order,
contact
at 453-2289

Friends of Bright Leaf
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Thanks to all who help make this
possible...

Photo Credits

Special Thanks To

Friends of Bright Leaf

All images property of Bright Leaf unless
otherwise stated and taken by Nancy Woolley
and BL Volunteers. Bill Dodd, page 1,2, 13, &
14. Chuck Sexton, page 8. Page 1, 10, & 11
courtesy texasbumblebees.com. Patricia
McGee, page 10.

• The docents who lead our hikes every
month.

20011-2012 Board of Directors

• Contributors to Friends of Bright Leaf

Bill Dodd, President
Phillip Russell, Secretary
Patricia McGee
Christine Powell

How You Can Help?
We always need your help and there
are many ways you can do this
Some of us want to help but don’t always
know how — if you are one of these
people then let us help to discover your
inner volunteer. We need people to help
in every aspect, from leading hikes to
education, from planning events to
teaching children the importance of
nature, from bookkeeping to brochures
and that is just a start. So just contact us
and we will sign you up!

Friends of Bright Leaf

Katherine Smith

Director/Lead Ranger
John Mahan

Newsletter Editor
Christine Powell

Program Director
Nancy Woolley

Check out our web site:

“www.brightleaf.org”
12

B
B

R
R

I
I

G
G

H
H

T
T

L
L

E
E

A
A

F
F

Get Involved
FRIENDS OF BRIGHT LEAF
A 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation
P.O. Box 27921
Austin, Texas 78755-7921
From time to time a docent training class is offered for people interested in volunteering at Bright Leaf.
Call 459-7269 for more information and to reserve a place in the class.
Other volunteer opportunities for individuals or groups may also be available during the year.

Donations to
Bright Leaf Preserve
Donations provide funds to help preserve, maintain, and improve this natural treasure. Please help us assure
that Georgia Lucas’ dream will last many lifetimes.

Suggested donations:
Individual $25 __ ! !

Family $35 __ !

!

!

Supporter $50 __ !

!

!

Sponsor $100 __

Other $ __________

Please make checks payable to “Friends of Bright Leaf”
Check #

NAME(S): _____________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________
CITY: ___________________________ STATE: _______________ ZIP: __________________
PHONE: ______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL: ______________________________________________________________________
SIGNATURE:__________________________________________________________________
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BEING A DOCENT?__________________________________

The Friends of Bright Leaf will NOT sell or loan membership information with any other entity.

Mail to:
Friends of Bright Leaf
P.O. Box 27921
Austin TX 78755-7921

Friends of Bright Leaf
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